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Parents 
&

Siblings

Jerry’s Sister Kay

Dad Circa 45 Years

Jerry’s Sister Dot

The Titus Kids - Vernon, Dexter, Ernie, Clarence The Titus Kids - Norma, Jeanette, Eloise, Alice
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Grandma Titus Holding Alice,  Unknown, Eloise, 
Jeanette, Norma

Alice Jeanette, Alice, Norma      Alice, Norma, Jeanette

Grandpa Titus
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Eloise Jeanette & CarlNorma, Grandma Titus
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Vernon & Gladys

Dot, Norma

Relatives with Grandma Titus

Dick, Clarence, Grandpa Finnegan, Grandpa Titus,
Norma

Vernon’s Wife Gladys
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Carl Nancy, Grandpa Finnegan, David, Buster Norma, Nancy, Grandpa Finnegan, David

Grandma 
Titus

Dot, Norma, Marion, Earnest



8

Grandma Marion Titus

Grandma Marion Titus & Grandpa Earnest Titus Grandma Titus, Alice Norma, Grandma Titus

4th of July Parade, Ayer,  Massachuettes
WW I Vet Earnest Titus, Leading the Parade - WW II Vet Jerry, Carrying the US Flag
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Alice, Jerry, Nancy Skippy

Titus Family Home, Ayer, MA

Norma, Jeanette, Eloise, Alice Titus Family Reunion

The Titus Clan Norma
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Jerry David
Finnegan

October 11, 1922
November 01, 2004
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Duffy’s Tavern, NYC
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Love Letters
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HISTORY OF THE FIGHTING FIRST

Although the First Division comprises some of the oldest units in the American Army, the Division itself was not formed until 1917 in France. Historically, the oldest 
organization is Battery D and was the entire army shortly after the Revolution. The rest of the army had been disbanded by a penurious Congress because of the ex-
penses of maintenance. Battery D was organized by Alexander Hamilton in 1776 and fought in the Battle of Long Island.

During the first World War, the Division was the first U.S. Army Division to land in France, the first to suffer casualties, and the first to take prisoners. It participated 
in the Battle of Cantigny, the first full-scale American offensive, and later in the campaigns of Picardy, Montdidier-Noyons, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, 
Lorraine, Soissons and the Argonne. The 26th Infantry regiment was the first American infantry regiment to enter Germany (on December 1, 1918) as part of the army 
of occupation.

In the present war, advance elements sailed for England in July of 1942 and the entire Division was overseas and garrisoned in England by August 9, 1942. The Division 
had been picked as one of the assaulting forces for the invasion of North Africa and the capture of Oran. Amphious traning for the invasion was conducted in Scotland 
during September and October. On November 8, 1942 the Divi’sion landed two forces on either side of Oran. The 16th the 18th Infantry went ashore at Arzew, and the 
26th Infantry in the vicinity of Les Andalousese.

After the fall of Oran, the Division was committed piece-meal in the long confused advance across Algeria and Tunisia. Units of the Division operating under various 
commands participated in the battles of Tebourba, Medjez-el-Bab, and Longstop Hill. During the operation in the Ousseltia Vally, which began January 20, 1945, the 
Division made its only withdrawal of the War, a move which was dictated by a German breakthrough in another part of the line rather than by enemy pressure. This 
breakthrough was the opening stage of the Battles for the Kasserine Pass. Late in Feburary, 1943, the Division launched a crushing counter-attack to hold the Pass, and 
was successful in driving the Germans back and inflicting heavy losses. After relief by the 9th U.S. Infantry Division on February 27, the Division reorganized, then 
attacked and took Gafsa after a spectacular 40 mile motor march.

During subsequent operations in the vicinity of now-famous EL GUETTAR, the Division withstood and drove back four full-scale tank and infantry attacks by the 
German 10th Panzer Division. Later the Division moved North in the vicinity of Beja and engaged in the bitter operations which finally resulted in the fall of Mateur. 
During these battles the Division was opposed by the famous German “Barenthin” Regiment. On May 7, the day that Tunis fell, the Division was relieved.

Preparations for the invasion of Sicily were made in the vicinity of Oran, and on July 10 the Division attacked the beaches of Gela. 
Gela was quickly taken, but the enemy made a strong counter-attack during which their tanks approached to within 1,000 yards 
of the beach. TheDivision stood its ground, and on the following day the advance continued. On 1 August, Troina was captured 
after savage fighting. During the battle the 16th Infantry repulsed seven counter-attacks, the18th, one, and the 26th, thirteen. The 
Division was relieved about the middle of August and reorganized at Palma De Montechiaro. On October 25 the Division sailed 
for England, arriving November 5.

Soon after the Divisions arrived in England, Division Headquarters began blocking out plans for the invasion of France. Prepa-
rations included intensive training in assault tactics, street fighting, river crossing, reduction of pillboxes and strong points, and 
amphibious landings. On June 6, 1944 the Division struck at the beaches near Colleville-Sur-Mer in the face of intensive small 
arms fire and mortar and artillery concentrations laid down by a full strength German Division, which had moved into the area 
two days before for anti-invasion maneuvers. After a temporary stalemate on the beach itself the Division broke through the crust 
of the enemy defenses. During the ensuing three days the 352nd Geman Infantry Division was overrun and destroyed as the Di-
vision drove South, halting its advance at Coumont, the farthest Southern penetration of the Normandy beachhead. The advance 
was stopped at Coumont until frinedly units on either side of the Division could come up and over the Division’s dangerously 
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exposed flanks. The friendly units never did pull abreast. In spite of an enemy count-
er-attack to retake Coumont on June 15 and 16, the Division held firm until relieved by 
the 5th Infantry Division in the middle of July.

On July 15 the Division moved to Golombiers to refit and re-equip for the assault which 
was to break the containing forces holding the Allies in the beachhead area. The plan 
called for the Division to pass through the 9th Division in the center of the Cotentin 
Peninsula base, capture Marigny and continue the advance to Coutances on the West. 
On 27 July Marigny fell and the Division continued its offensive South and West. South 
of Coutances the Division cut Eastward again and took the high ground East of Mortain. 
The purpose of the operation was to hold open supply corridors down the Western side 
of the Cotentin Peninsula through Coutances and Av-ranches. Its final result was the 
now famous “Falaise pocket.”

Although the Division did not receive the full force of the German counter-attack to 
close the supply route, the situation East of Mortain produced a curious tactical situa-
tion. As the Division expanded its position, with the aid of an attached CT from the 9th 
Infantry Division, it was engaged on three sides. The CT from the 9th Division was attacking North, the main body of the Division was moving South toward Mayenne, 
and the left flank of the Division was under steady pressure from the East.  Mayenne fell on August 6.

The Division then turned Northeast and drove to La Ferte Mace. From there the Division moved Eastward. Three days after the Division reconaissance felt out the 
situation on the Seine, the Division crossed the river Marne. Two days later Soisons fell - Soisons, where the Division had lost 9,000 men in the four days a quarter of 
a century before. For Major General Huebner, it was the second campaigh through the area. In the last war he commanded a battalion in the First Division. This time 
he commanded the Division itself. On August 14, Division engineers were blowing up pillboxes on the Chemin-des-Dames, between Soissons and Laon. The Germans 
were pulling out too fast to attempt to defend them with any tenacity. 

As the Division attacked Northwards toward Mons in the first days of September it ran directly into the flank of a German corps trying desperately to extricate itself 
Eastward to the Siegfried line on the Mons-Liege road. The ensuing battles resulted in one of the most catastrophic defeats the German Army suffered in France. All el-
ements of the Division including Division Headquarters, Division Artillery, and the Engineers were engaged in close combat. More than 17,000 prisoners were taken in 
four days by the First Division alone. The Third Armored Division operating the Division’s right took addltional thousands. German dead and wounded ran into many 
thousand, and’ with this defeat German hopes of holding the Siegfried line, in strength in the Aachen area collapsed. The forces caught at Mons had been racing to the 
West Wall to mend it before the Allies got there.

Four divisions were largely destroyed by the First Dvision at Mons, and two others ground down to skeletons. After the Mons battle, the Division encountered only 
moderate opposition in its rapid advance through Belgium. Charleiroi, Namur, and Liege fell in quick succession. Finally on September 12 advance patrols of the Divi-
sion crossed Germany proper some six kilometers East of Aachen. The deployment of Division forces was international. There was a reinforced battalion in Germany, 
an outpost in Holland, the main body of the Division in Belgium, and a rear echelon in France. After 24 hours of hard fighting, the first belt of the Siegfried Line West 
of Aachen had been forced. On September 15, three days later, East of Aachen, the second and last closely knit line fortifications and pillboxes were breached.

In this war, as in the last, the First Division maintained its tradition of being the first in every operation. It was the first infantry Division to land in Africa, Sicily, and 
France. It was the first to break out of the Normandy beachhead, and the first to force the Sigfried Line. Since the original landing in Africa, the Division captured more 
than 47,000 prisoners, most of them including the tens of thousands who surrounded at the end of the Tunisian Campaign.
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February 9, 1942

The First Date
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July 15, 1942

Senior Prom
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Senior Prom
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May 19, 1943
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December 18, 1943
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September 17, 1944
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October 20, 1944



24

October 23, 1944 October 29, 1944
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February 15, 1945
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July 6, 1945
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Norma Alice
Finnegan
April 26, 1924

September 30, 2011
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Jerry David
Finnegan &

Norma Alice
Finnegan

Married:
September 21, 1947



36

First Home - 5 Third Street, Ayer MA Second Home - Jefferson Hts, Bennington, VT

The First Date
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Dancing at Nancy’s Wedding
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25th Wedding
Anniversary

25th Wedding
Anniversary



40

Nancy Lee
Finnegan
June 18, 1948
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Nancy & Flippy

First Bike
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Nancy &  Skippy

Nancy Gets a Puppy - Buster
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Kindergarten

Girl Scout Camp
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Benhi Freshmen - With Best Friend Sarah
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With Peter Graves Grad Party Entertainment - Norma & Friends
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David Wayne
Finnegan
March 2, 1952
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David, Grandpa FinneganJerry, Nancy, Grampa Finnegan, David
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First Haircut

Davy Crockett - This Pic was in Local Paper Lost Tooth on a Rocking Chair

Keith, David, 
Nancy, Skippy
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David & Megan Doug, David, Jerry
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Peter Dane
Finnegan

February 10, 1965
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Chrissy & Pete
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Peter Visits the Farm

Peter Visits the Farm
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Peter & Chrissy

Peter Visits the City

Peter, Jerry, Doug
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Jerry & Norma - On the Move

The Family at Jerry’s RetirementDad’s Retirement Dinner
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Jerry Finally Gets to Las Vegas

Richard Helping with 
the Move to Florida
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Alex & Jerry
Visit Pearl Harbor

Catching Some Rays in Quito, Ecuador Naomi, Jerry, Adam
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The Finnegan Family Reunion

Top Row: Naomi, Yvette, Adam, David, Nancy, Richard, Alex, Nick, Melissa, Peter - Bottom Row: Norma, Sam, Jerry 
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The Milsons Surprise 
Mom in Hawaii



73

Karla, Norma, Peter, Nancy, Adam, Naomi, David, Yvette, Richard, Jessica
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Saying Goodbye to Dad

Moving On Without Mom & Dad


