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July 10, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Ola  Shaw 07/17
    Flight of Aloha
 Marcia Masters 07/24 
       Ka’u Satellite Club
 TBD 07/31

This Week

Program: 
Gonzo Garcia  
       Presidential Address
 Greeter:    
     Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last 2 Week
Just Visiting
In the District
Rotary Works
You’re Invited
In Memoriam
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  062625.mp4

Just Last 2 Week - Carmelita Villalobos -Marine Mammal Center
Carmelita Villalobos is the Response and Outreach 
Manager for Ke Kai Ola-The Marine Mammal 
Center. Ke Kai Ola is the only long-term rehabili-
tation center for sick and injured Hawaiian monk 
seals. Carmelita, along with her coworkers and 150 
volunteers, works to conserve the population of 
Hawaiian monk seals that consists of just over 1600 
individuals by caring for the animals, educating the 
public, and tracking the monk seals on Hawai’i Island.

The Marine Mammal Center advances ocean health through marine mammal rescue 
and rehabilitation, research, and education.

Since 1975, we’ve rescued more than 26,000 marine mammals along 600 miles of Cali-
fornia coastline and the Big Island of Hawai‘i.

At the Podium -Gonzo Garcia - President’s Message

Just Visiting

John Lightner
Vienna, VA

Marjorie Zensen
Kailua Kona, HI

Cris Lightner
Vienna, VA

Current president, Jenaya Rockman, and newly elected 
president, Gonzo Garcia, will be teaming up for the Ro-
tary Year 2025/2026, ans will share the duties of Rotary 
Club of Kona President.

They will be discussing the results of the Forward 
Planning Meeting held on June 7, and discussing several 
ideas for the coming Rotary Year. 

Hopefully, we will also hear a bit about our new presi-
dent Gonzo.
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President’s Position

July 2025
Francesco Arezzo is 
an orthodontist in 
private practice and 
owns an agricultural 
enterprise that pro-

duces extra virgin olive oil in Sicily.
Arezzo is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Padua and a member of the 
Italian, European, and American 
orthodontics associations, as 
well as the Italian and European 
lingual orthodontics associations. 
He is a dentistry graduate of the 
University of Cagliari, where he 
also received a master’s in lingual 
orthodontics.
He has served as vice president 
of the National Association of 
Italian Dentists for the province of 
Ragusa and was the founder and 
head for seven years of the Ragusa 
delegation to the National Trust 
for Italy.
Arezzo is also the owner of an 
agricultural enterprise and pro-
ducer of extra virgin olive oil in the 
Monti Iblei region of Sicily. He has 
been vice president of the admin-
istrative council of the consortium 
controlling and regulating quality 
production of oil in that region. 
He owns two boutique hotel settle-
ments there. He enjoys modern art 
and opera.
A Rotary member for 36 years, 
Arezzo has served as vice chair of 
the Joint Strategic Planning Com-
mittee and as RI director, chair of 
the 2023 Melbourne Convention 
Committee, learning facilitator, 
and district conference presiden-
tial representative, among other 
roles.
He is married to Anna Maria 
Arezzo-Criscione, an entrepreneur 
in the tourism field. They have 
two daughters and two grand-
children. His daughter Raffaela 
spent a year in Florida as part of a 
Rotary Youth Exchange. Francesco 
and Anna Maria are Benefactors 
and Major Donors to The Rotary 
Foundation.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Rotary Works - A Second Gazebo
Last Thursday a few Rotarians put up a second gazebo at a mental health home in Kailua 
Kona. Jenaya, David, Floyd, Becca and Jai Jeffries were all hands on deck. We read the obscure 
instructions and with a little help from several power tools, we got it done in record time! It was 
a beautiful morning, great view and good company! One more will be installed. Join in on the 
fun!

What: The West and North Hawaii Rotary Club Joint Officer Induction for 2025-2026.

Where: Heavenly Hawaiian Coffee Farm, 78-1136 Bishop Rd, Holualoa, HI 96725

When: Saturday, July 26, 2025 - Farm Tour: 4P (optional), BBQ Picnic: 5P, Induction

Price: $20.00/person includes sausages, hamburgers, and beverages (beer, wine, soft drinks).
(Club Presidents, please collect this before the event)

What to Bring: Please bring a side dish or dessert to share (it doesn’t have to feed 40 people!).  
It could be chips, etc. too, you don’t need to cook! Let’s just do homemade desserts, leave the 
Costco cakes for other parties! Make something fun that is associated with summer BBQ!  Jello 
salads anyone? Would like a few people to bring bacon and guacamole for the burgers, These 
are going to be fancy burgers!  
             
RSVP: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xptlsBbnMWCHXN4jAUgtm3_ien_rRF_Gi-
umzCFwIzWE/edit?usp=sharing Please RSVP with the number attending and the dish or 
dessert you will bring. 

We are honored to have DG Nancy Cabral and PDG Ted Faigle in attendance too!  As usual, 
feel free to invite family and friends.  A swimming pool is available.

Also Dave Bateman is kind enough to give everyone 10% off at the coffee farm retail shop so it’s 
a great time to stock up on coffee or gifts of coffee!

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you all there! - West and North Hawaii Presidents

Jenaya Rockman, Kona Club, 808-937-2541 - Vernon Lowrey, Sunrise Club, 573-465-2874

In the District - Joint Club Induction for 2025/2026
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Member Birthdays
Becca Hamar
 July 2
Ben Noyes
 July 28
Jenaya Rockman
 July 10

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding
Anniversaries

Jim & Emily Kilgore
 July 11, 2003 - 22 Yrs

Date Joined
 Anniversaries

Erin Thompson
 July 1, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 

July 20, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
July 12, 2025, 1P t 5P
HILO BREWFEST
Hilo Yacht Club. 

July 12-13, 2025, 8A to 5P
16th ANNUAL FilAm 
CHARITY TOURNAMENT 
Keauhou, Kona - Holua 
Tennis and Paddle Club and 
www.FilAmHawaii.com.

MEMORIES of ALOHA
Link to a short video below about Franz’ skydiving experience for his birthday in 2023.

https://youtu.be/J2L20rEVA7M?si=3pJ0OnT1De7f5RFz

In Memoriam - Franz Weber

For Videos of Franz Talks at the Club go to: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  
Click on  either of the FarnzWeberTalks

You’re Invited - District Installation Celebration
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: TBD 
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: TBD

Directors:
 Membership: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Scott Unger 808-747-7311 ScottURotary@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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July 17, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Marcia Masters 07/24 
       Ka’u Satellite Club
 Club Tour 07/31
    Kona Historical Bee Exb.
 Dark 08/07

This Week

Program: 
 New MembersIntroductions
 
Greeter:    
     Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
In the District
Rotary Works
Lucky We Live Hawaii
In Memoriam
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  062625.mp4

Just Last Week -Gonzo Garcia - President’s Message

Just Visiting

Thalia Fajans
Kailua Kona, HI

Usha Kilpatrick
Kailua Kona, HI

Kate Jacobson
Kailua Kona, HI

Current president, Jenaya Rockman, and newly elected 
president, Gonzo Garcia, will be teaming up for the Ro-
tary Year 2025/2026, and will share the duties of Rotary 
Club of Kona President.

At this meeting we learned a bit about Gonzo’s life and 
credentials.

He also discussed the results of the Forward Planning 
Meeting held on June 7, and discussed the plans of the 
co-presidents for the upcoming Rotary Year.

At the Podium - New Member Introductions
As our planned speaker had to cancel at 
the last minute, we are taking this oppor-
tunity to ask a few of our newest members 
to share a little bit about themselves. 

We are hoping to hear from Co-presi-
dent Gonzo Garcia, new member Mark 
England, and new member, Tricia Hynes. 
However if there are other new, or nearly 
new, or even long-time members who 
would like to share, time permitting, we 
wold love to hear more about you.
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President’s Position

July 2025
Francesco Arezzo is 
an orthodontist in 
private practice and 
owns an agricultural 
enterprise that pro-

duces extra virgin olive oil in Sicily.
Arezzo is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Padua and a member of the 
Italian, European, and American 
orthodontics associations, as 
well as the Italian and European 
lingual orthodontics associations. 
He is a dentistry graduate of the 
University of Cagliari, where he 
also received a master’s in lingual 
orthodontics.
He has served as vice president 
of the National Association of 
Italian Dentists for the province of 
Ragusa and was the founder and 
head for seven years of the Ragusa 
delegation to the National Trust 
for Italy.
Arezzo is also the owner of an 
agricultural enterprise and pro-
ducer of extra virgin olive oil in the 
Monti Iblei region of Sicily. He has 
been vice president of the admin-
istrative council of the consortium 
controlling and regulating quality 
production of oil in that region. 
He owns two boutique hotel settle-
ments there. He enjoys modern art 
and opera.
A Rotary member for 36 years, 
Arezzo has served as vice chair of 
the Joint Strategic Planning Com-
mittee and as RI director, chair of 
the 2023 Melbourne Convention 
Committee, learning facilitator, 
and district conference presiden-
tial representative, among other 
roles.
He is married to Anna Maria 
Arezzo-Criscione, an entrepreneur 
in the tourism field. They have 
two daughters and two grand-
children. His daughter Raffaela 
spent a year in Florida as part of a 
Rotary Youth Exchange. Francesco 
and Anna Maria are Benefactors 
and Major Donors to The Rotary 
Foundation.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

What: The West and North Hawaii Rotary Club Joint Officer Induction for 2025-2026.

Where: Heavenly Hawaiian Coffee Farm, 78-1136 Bishop Rd, Holualoa, HI 96725

When: Saturday, July 26, 2025 - Farm Tour: 4P (optional), BBQ Picnic: 5P, Induction

Price: $20.00/person includes sausages, hamburgers, and beverages (beer, wine, soft drinks).
(Club Presidents, please collect this before the event)

What to Bring: Please bring a side dish or dessert to share (it doesn’t have to feed 40 people!).  
It could be chips, etc. too, you don’t need to cook! Let’s just do homemade desserts, leave the 
Costco cakes for other parties! Make something fun that is associated with summer BBQ!  Jello 
salads anyone? Would like a few people to bring bacon and guacamole for the burgers, These 
are going to be fancy burgers!  
             
RSVP: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xptlsBbnMWCHXN4jAUgtm3_ien_rRF_Gi-
umzCFwIzWE/edit?usp=sharing Please RSVP with the number attending and the dish or 
dessert you will bring. 

We are honored to have DG Nancy Cabral and PDG Ted Faigle in attendance too!  As usual, 
feel free to invite family and friends.  A swimming pool is available.

Also Dave Bateman is kind enough to give everyone 10% off at the coffee farm retail shop so it’s 
a great time to stock up on coffee or gifts of coffee!

Thanks and we look forward to seeing you all there! - West and North Hawaii Presidents

Jenaya Rockman, Kona Club, 808-937-2541 - Vernon Lowrey, Sunrise Club, 573-465-2874

In the District - Joint Club Induction for 2025/2026

Amazing Volunteers, Once again, we have been asked to help out at the 2025 Ironman 
World Championship here in Kona.

Sign up for one or both opportunities. Here is the link and thank you!! You enter the password 
when you sign up to see only your Rotary Shifts.
 
https://ironman.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=93273
 
Tues 10/7/25
Job: Parade of Nations
Shift: 1pm - 5:30pm
 
Sat 10/11/25
Job: Post Race - Athlete Escorts
Shift: 4pm - 8pm
 
Group Password: Rotary
 
To make it easy, it’s the same password for both jobs and it will pop up both shifts once you 
enter the password and your team can start signing up. You do not need to be a Rotarian to 
volunteer so please pass this on to your Ohana.
 
If you have any questions, please contact me.
 
Maverick Malech
808 282-9022
TeamMaverickHawaii@gmail.com

Rotary Works - Volunteers Needed for Ironman
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Member Birthdays
Becca Hamar
 July 2
Ben Noyes
 July 28
Jenaya Rockman
 July 10

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.

Page 3

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Wedding
Anniversaries

Jim & Emily Kilgore
 July 11, 2003 - 22 Yrs

Date Joined
 Anniversaries

Erin Thompson
 July 1, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 

July 20, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
July 12, 2025, 1P t 5P
HILO BREWFEST
Hilo Yacht Club. 

July 12-13, 2025, 8A to 5P
16th ANNUAL FilAm 
CHARITY TOURNAMENT 
Keauhou, Kona - Holua 
Tennis and Paddle Club and 
www.FilAmHawaii.com.

Lucky We Live Hawaii - The Orchid Isle

MEMORIES of ALOHA
Link to a short video below about Franz’ skydiving experience for his birthday in 2023.

https://youtu.be/J2L20rEVA7M?si=3pJ0OnT1De7f5RFz

In Memoriam - Franz Weber

For Videos of Franz Talks at the Club go to: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  
Click on  either of the FarnzWeberTalks
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: TBD 
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: TBD

Directors:
 Membership: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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July 24, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Club Tour 07/31
    Kona Historical Bee Exb.
 Dark 08/07
 Kevin O’Brien 08/14 
    Papahānaumokuākea      
    Marine Debris Project

This Week

Program: 
 Marcia Masters  
       Ka’u Satellite Club
 
Greeter:    
     Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
In the District
Rotary Works
In the community
Lucky We Live Hawaii
In Memoriam
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

On April 27, the Rotary Club of Kona 
installed 3 new Rotarians, who are the first 
members of the Kau Satellite Club. Marcia 
Masters and Craig and Sheri Watts joined 
our club with the purpose of building a 
Rotary Club of Kau. Becca Hamar, inspi-
ration for the new Club, Maverick Malech, 

Membership Chair, and President, Jenaya Rockman, were 
on hand to welcome the new Club’s very first members.
One of the projects the club is pursuing is getting the 
kitchen at “The Hub” certified. Marcia coordinates “ The 
Hub”’ which runs out of the Hong Wan Gi in Naalehu. 
They serve 150 hot meals every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. There is also a thrift store that helps support “The 
Hub” efforts. 

Since our Satellite club is new, we are actively seeking community members willling to 
serve in the greater Ka’u area. Currently, we have 4 members. Thanks to Becca Hamar’s 
guidance our intent is to develop an awareness of Rotary which can attract new mem-
bers with energy and motivation to improve our Ka’u community.  We have several 
ideas to encourage others to join us. 

I have lived in Naalehu most of my life and have watched, as a once vibrant plantation 
town, struggles to employ, educate, and provide recreational opportunities for our 
residents. My hope is that with a Rotary Club we can find ways to improve our beautiful 
country community.

Just Last Week -Gonzo Garcia - President’s Message

At the Podium - Marcia Masters - Kau Satellite Club

As our planned speaker had to cancel at 
the last minute, we took this opportunity 
to have a few of our newest members 
share a little bit about themselves. 

We heard from Co-president Gonzo 
Garcia, new member Mark England, and 
new member, Tricia Hynes. Other new, or 
nearly new, or even long-time members 
could also share, as we always love to hear 
more about our member’s lives.
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President’s Position

July 2025
Francesco Arezzo is 
an orthodontist in 
private practice and 
owns an agricultural 
enterprise that pro-

duces extra virgin olive oil in Sicily.
Arezzo is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Padua and a member of the 
Italian, European, and American 
orthodontics associations, as 
well as the Italian and European 
lingual orthodontics associations. 
He is a dentistry graduate of the 
University of Cagliari, where he 
also received a master’s in lingual 
orthodontics.
He has served as vice president 
of the National Association of 
Italian Dentists for the province of 
Ragusa and was the founder and 
head for seven years of the Ragusa 
delegation to the National Trust 
for Italy.
Arezzo is also the owner of an 
agricultural enterprise and pro-
ducer of extra virgin olive oil in the 
Monti Iblei region of Sicily. He has 
been vice president of the admin-
istrative council of the consortium 
controlling and regulating quality 
production of oil in that region. 
He owns two boutique hotel settle-
ments there. He enjoys modern art 
and opera.
A Rotary member for 36 years, 
Arezzo has served as vice chair of 
the Joint Strategic Planning Com-
mittee and as RI director, chair of 
the 2023 Melbourne Convention 
Committee, learning facilitator, 
and district conference presiden-
tial representative, among other 
roles.
He is married to Anna Maria 
Arezzo-Criscione, an entrepreneur 
in the tourism field. They have 
two daughters and two grand-
children. His daughter Raffaela 
spent a year in Florida as part of a 
Rotary Youth Exchange. Francesco 
and Anna Maria are Benefactors 
and Major Donors to The Rotary 
Foundation.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

What: The West and North Hawaii Rotary Club Joint Officer Induction for 2025-2026.
Where: Heavenly Hawaiian Coffee Farm, 78-1136 Bishop Rd, Holualoa, HI 96725
When: Saturday, July 26, 2025 - Farm Tour: 4P (optional), BBQ Picnic: 5P, Induction
Price: $20.00/person includes sausages, hamburgers, and beverages (beer, wine, soft drinks).
(Club Presidents, please collect this before the event)
What to Bring: Please bring a side dish or dessert to share (it doesn’t have to feed 40 people!).  
It could be chips, etc. too, you don’t need to cook! Let’s just do homemade desserts, leave the 
Costco cakes for other parties! Make something fun that is associated with summer BBQ!  Jello 
salads anyone? Would like a few people to bring bacon and guacamole for the burgers, These 
are going to be fancy burgers!  
RSVP: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xptlsBbnMWCHXN4jAUgtm3_ien_rRF_Gi-
umzCFwIzWE/edit?usp=sharing Please RSVP with the number attending and the dish or 
dessert you will bring. 
We are honored to have DG Nancy Cabral and PDG Ted Faigle in attendance too!  As usual, 
feel free to invite family and friends.  A swimming pool is available.
Also Dave Bateman is kind enough to give everyone 10% off at the coffee farm retail shop so it’s 
a great time to stock up on coffee or gifts of coffee!
Thanks and we look forward to seeing you all there! - West and North Hawaii Presidents
Jenaya Rockman, Kona Club, 808-937-2541 - Vernon Lowrey, Sunrise Club, 573-465-2874

In the District - Joint Club Induction for 2025/2026

Amazing Volunteers, Once again, we have been asked to help out at the 2025 Ironman 
World Championship here in Kona.
Sign up for one or both opportunities. Here is the link and thank you!!
You enter the password when you sign up to see only your Rotary Shifts.
https://ironman.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=93273
Tues 10/7/25 - Job: Parade of Nations - Shift: 1pm - 5:30pm
Sat 10/11/25 - Job: Post Race - Athlete Escorts - Shift: 4pm - 8pm
Group Password: Rotary
To make it easy, it’s the same password for both jobs and it will pop up both shifts once you 
enter the password and your team can start signing up. You do not need to be a Rotarian to 
volunteer so please pass this on to your Ohana.
If you have any questions, please contact me.
Maverick Malech - 808 282-9022 - TeamMaverickHawaii@gmail.com

Rotary Works - Volunteers Needed for Ironman

In the Community - Help Needed for Meet ‘n Eat
A 5th Tuesday is upon us!   We need about 6-7 volunteers NEXT Tues-
day, July 29, to help pack up and hand out at Meet N Eat. We will meet 
at 5:00 pm outside the Kealakehe Intermediate School Cafeteria. We 
will be boxing up the hot food to-go meals and also packing food bags 
to hand out in a drive through like fashion. 
Please let me know if you are able to come so I can be sure we have 
enough people.  Thanks! Jenaya
If you google Kealakehe Intermediate School it should take you there.
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Member Birthdays
Becca Hamar
 July 2
Ben Noyes
 July 28
Jenaya Rockman
 July 10

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding
Anniversaries

Jim & Emily Kilgore
 July 11, 2003 - 22 Yrs

Date Joined
 Anniversaries

Erin Thompson
 July 1, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 

July 20, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
July 12, 2025, 1P t 5P
HILO BREWFEST
Hilo Yacht Club. 

July 12-13, 2025, 8A to 5P
16th ANNUAL FilAm 
CHARITY TOURNAMENT 
Keauhou, Kona - Holua 
Tennis and Paddle Club and 
www.FilAmHawaii.com.

In Memoriam - Mike Fraser

MEMORIES of ALOHA
Link to a short video below about Franz’ skydiving experience for his birthday in 2023.

https://youtu.be/J2L20rEVA7M?si=3pJ0OnT1De7f5RFz

In Memoriam - Franz Weber

For Videos of Franz Talks at the Club go to: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  
Click on  either of the FarnzWeberTalks

Aloha Club:  It is with great sadness that we hear of the passing of fellow 
Rotarian, Mike Frasier, of Kona Sunrise.  Many of you knew Mike from 
all of his years in Rotary.  He was an amazing guy and an exemplary 
Rotarian who embodied Service Above Self!  He will be missed dearly by 
the Rotary Ohana and as a presence in the Kona community.  Keep Bev 
in your thoughts and prayer as she navigates this difficult time.  
Message from Bev of Kona Sunrise: Aloha to all my Rotary Ohana, 
My heart is extremely broken tonight, and I apologize to those of you who I didn’t get a chance 
to personally call today to let you know that Mike passed away this morning. It was heart 
wrenching to make the few calls that I was able to do as he was so loved by everyone he knew. 
He was so happy to be home on Saturday after spending 10 days at Straub Hospital, and to see 
his much beloved Sir Winston. Thank you to all of you who were in touch with him while he 
was recovering, and for all of your thoughts and prayers. Although the heart surgery was suc-
cessful and without any complications, he did come down with pneumonia. I don’t know if that 
was his cause of death, but I do know that he is no longer suffering. He was extremely frustrated 
that he wasn’t able to do much after his release from the hospital and did not like relying on me 
to do everything for him. It would have been extremely difficult for him to have gone through 
the anguish of being the one being cared for during his recovery. He died peacefully in his sleep. 
Mike did not want to have a traditional funeral service, however I will be planning a memorial 
to celebrate his life later in the year. 
I am not ready to have any visitors or phone calls for at least a few days. I will be checking my 
email periodically though. My sister is arriving on Wednesday to be with me, which will be a 
blessing. I know that I can reach out to any of you if I need anything, which is a great comfort to 
me, but please know that I am doing okay. 
Mike loved Rotary and all his Rotary family so much, and I know that the feeling was mutual.  
It gives me great comfort to know that he is now in Heaven and has been reunited with our 
daughter Hailee, his Mom Shirley, and his younger brother Christopher. I know that all of them 
welcomed him with open arms and open hearts.
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: TBD 
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314

Page 4

Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
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August 14, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 08/21
    Marine Megafauna Found
 Speaker TBD 08/28
    Volcano Art Center
 Dark 09/04 
    

This Week

Program: 
 New Members
    Brett, Floyd, & Rod

Greeter:    
     Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last 3 Week
In the Community
Rotary Works
In Memoriam
In Memoriam
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  072425.mp4

On April 27, the Rotary Club of Kona installed 3 new Rotari-
ans, who are the first members of the Kau Satellite Club. Marcia 
Masters and Craig and Sheri Watts joined our club with the pur-
pose of building a Rotary Club of Kau. Becca Hamar, inspiration 
for the new Club, Maverick Malech, Membership Chair, and 
President, Jenaya Rockman, were on hand to welcome the new 
Club’s very first members.

One of the projects the club is pursuing is getting the kitchen at 
“The Hub” certified. Marcia coordinates “ The Hub”’ which runs 
out of the Hong Wan Gi in Naalehu. They serve 150 hot meals 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. There is also a thrift 

store that helps support “The Hub” efforts. 

Since our Satellite club is new, we are actively seeking community members willling 
to serve in the greater Ka’u area. Currently, we have 4 members. Thanks to Becca 
Hamar’s guidance our intent is to develop an awareness of Rotary which can attract 
new members with energy and motivation to improve our Ka’u community.  We have 
several ideas to encourage others to join us. 

I have lived in Naalehu most of my life and have watched, as a once vibrant plantation town, 
struggles to employ, educate, and provide recreational opportunities for our residents. My hope 
is that with a Rotary Club we can find ways to improve our beautiful country community.

Just Last 3 Week -Marcia Masters - Kau Satellite Club

At the Podium - New Member Introductions
As our planned speaker had to cancel at 
the last minute, we are taking this oppor-
tunity to ask a few of our newest members 
to share a little bit about themselves. 

We are hoping to hear from new member, 
Brett Carey, new member Floyd Nord-
strom, and new member, Rod Quartararo. 
However if there are other new, or nearly 
new, or even long-time members who 
would like to share, time permitting, we 
wold love to hear more about you.
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President’s Position

August 2025
August is Member-
ship Month, but our 
commitment to growth 
and connection is year-
round. When we focus 
on growing Rotary, we 

grow our ability to serve, to lead, and 
to bring lasting change.
Membership growth isn’t just about 
numbers. It’s about opening doors. 
It’s about inviting more people who 
are ready to give their time, talents, 
and hearts to a cause greater than 
themselves. When we welcome new 
members, we bring in fresh ideas and 
new energy. We expand our impact, 
strengthen our clubs, and ensure that 
Rotary continues to evolve with the 
world around us.
Remember, there is now great flexibil-
ity in fashioning nontraditional club 
models. I’m inspired when I see these 
innovative clubs thrive by offering new 
and prospective members more ways 
to connect and serve.
In Korea, the growth of satellite clubs 
has created opportunities for nearly 
1,000 new members to find their 
place in Rotary. In Romania, the close 
collaboration between Rotarians, 
Rotaractors, and Interactors has built 
a pipeline of future leaders. In India, 
some Rotarians gather around a 
shared interest — whether it’s profes-
sional development or a passion for 
service — and those connections deep-
en their commitment and their joy in 
being part of Rotary. And we’ve seen 
cause-based clubs thrive in regions as 
diverse as Southeast Asia, Africa, and 
Europe.
There’s a common thread: Where clubs 
are growing, membership is a priority 
and there is a willingness to try some-
thing new. Rotary is not limited to one 
structure or tradition. We are a global 
network of people of action, and that 
means there is room for many kinds of 
clubs, many ways to serve, and many 
paths into our organization.
This spirit of innovation is also guid-
ing our efforts to reach new commu-
nities. In places where there has never 
been a Rotary club — or where a club 
once existed and faded — Rotarians 
are finding ways to grow Rotary. They 
are identifying areas of potential and 
building clubs that reflect the charac-
ter and needs of their communities.
Every member plays a part in this jour-
ney. Whether you introduce a friend 
to your club, support a new meeting 
format, reconnect with program alum-
ni, or simply share your Rotary story, 
you are helping our organization grow 
stronger and more vibrant.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

In the Community - RCOK Meets at History Museum

Amazing Volunteers, Once again, we have been asked to help out at the 2025 Ironman 
World Championship here in Kona.
Sign up for one or both opportunities. Here is the link and thank you!!
You enter the password when you sign up to see only your Rotary Shifts.
https://ironman.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=93273
Tues 10/7/25 - Job: Parade of Nations - Shift: 1pm - 5:30pm
Sat 10/11/25 - Job: Post Race - Athlete Escorts - Shift: 4pm - 8pm
Group Password: Rotary
To make it easy, it’s the same password for both jobs and it will pop up both shifts once you 
enter the password and your team can start signing up. You do not need to be a Rotarian to 
volunteer so please pass this on to your Ohana. If you have any questions, please contact me.
Maverick Malech - 808 282-9022 - TeamMaverickHawaii@gmail.com

Rotary Works - Volunteers Needed for Ironman
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Member Birthdays
Anthony Bonnici
 August  20
Darlene Daboling
 August  14
Mark England
 August  13
Jenny Rassmussen
 August  17
Chloe Uhl
 August  19
Mahlon Whittle
 August  17

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Katherine & John Rauch
 August 28, 2005 - 20 Yrs
Chloe & Daniel Uhl
 August 2, 2013 - 12 Yrs

Joined Annivers
Kimber DeVerse
 August 29, 2013 - 12 Yrs
Alysia Dinneen
 August 22, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Rebecca Hamar
 August 21, 2014 - 11 Yrs
Linda Jane Kelly
 August 02, 2012 - 13 Yrs 
Jeremy Mich
 August 18, 2022 - 3 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
August 17, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
August 17,  8A to Noon
KONA DAIFUKUJI ORCHID 
CLUB’S ANNUAL FREE SHOW 
AND SALE - Honalo
www.facebook.com/orchidsinpar-
adise.
August 28-September 1
ANNUAL QUEEN LILI’UOKA-
LANI OUTRIGGER LONG-DIS-
TANCE CANOE RACE - Kona
qlcanoerace.com

In Memoriam - Mike Fraser

MEMORIES of ALOHA
Link to a short video below about Franz’ skydiving experience for his birthday in 2023.

https://youtu.be/J2L20rEVA7M?si=3pJ0OnT1De7f5RFz

In Memoriam - Franz Weber

For Videos of Franz Talks at the Club go to: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  
Click on  either of the FarnzWeberTalks

Aloha Club:  It is with great sadness that we hear of the passing of fellow 
Rotarian, Mike Frasier, of Kona Sunrise.  Many of you knew Mike from 
all of his years in Rotary.  He was an amazing guy and an exemplary 
Rotarian who embodied Service Above Self!  He will be missed dearly by 
the Rotary Ohana and as a presence in the Kona community.  Keep Bev 
in your thoughts and prayer as she navigates this difficult time.  
Message from Bev of Kona Sunrise: Aloha to all my Rotary Ohana, 
My heart is extremely broken tonight, and I apologize to those of you who I didn’t get a chance 
to personally call today to let you know that Mike passed away this morning. It was heart 
wrenching to make the few calls that I was able to do as he was so loved by everyone he knew. 
He was so happy to be home on Saturday after spending 10 days at Straub Hospital, and to see 
his much beloved Sir Winston. Thank you to all of you who were in touch with him while he 
was recovering, and for all of your thoughts and prayers. Although the heart surgery was suc-
cessful and without any complications, he did come down with pneumonia. I don’t know if that 
was his cause of death, but I do know that he is no longer suffering. He was extremely frustrated 
that he wasn’t able to do much after his release from the hospital and did not like relying on me 
to do everything for him. It would have been extremely difficult for him to have gone through 
the anguish of being the one being cared for during his recovery. He died peacefully in his sleep. 
Mike did not want to have a traditional funeral service, however I will be planning a memorial 
to celebrate his life later in the year. 
I am not ready to have any visitors or phone calls for at least a few days. I will be checking my 
email periodically though. My sister is arriving on Wednesday to be with me, which will be a 
blessing. I know that I can reach out to any of you if I need anything, which is a great comfort to 
me, but please know that I am doing okay. 
Mike loved Rotary and all his Rotary family so much, and I know that the feeling was mutual.  
It gives me great comfort to know that he is now in Heaven and has been reunited with our 
daughter Hailee, his Mom Shirley, and his younger brother Christopher. I know that all of them 
welcomed him with open arms and open hearts.
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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August 21, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 08/28
    Volcano Art Center
 Dark 09/04 
 Ola Shaw
    Flight of Aloha 09/11
    

This Week

Program: 
 Mark Hackney 
    Marine Megafauna Found

Greeter:    
     Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
Congratulations
In Transition
In Transition
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
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Just Last Week - New Member Introductions

At the Podium - Mark Hackney
Marine Megafauna Foundation

As our planned speaker had to cancel 
at the last minute, we are taking this 
opportunity to ask a few of our newest 
members to share a little bit about 
themselves. 

We are hoping to hear from new mem-
ber, Brett Carey, new member Floyd 
Nordstrom, and new member, Rod 
Quartararo. However if there are other 
new, or nearly new, or even long-time 
members who would like to share, 
time permitting, we wold love to hear 
more about you.

Mark is a seasoned executive and organizational leader of energy 
projects in locations around the world. With a lifelong passion for 
snorkeling and diving he has observed firsthand the decline
of numerous pristine reef ecosystems, which has deepened his com-
mitment to marine conservation. Since retiring in 2020, Mark has 
volunteered his time with the Marine Megafauna Foundation and is 
currently serving as Chairman of the Board. Mark has a long history of diving in Kona and after 
decades of visiting the area, he and his wife Caroline have called Kona “home” for over 5 years.
The Marine Megafauna Foundation was founded in 2009 by renowned marine scientists Dr. 
Andrea Marshall and Dr. Simon Pierce. Our mission is to enable and inspire protection of threat-
ened marine megafauna through pioneering research that supports community education and 
sustainable conservation solutions. 
Our team has conducted pioneering research on manta rays and whale sharks, which has enabled 
advancement of these species towards global protection. We have expanded our focus to other 
iconic and threatened species (including sea turtles, marlin, and others) with over 100 peer-re-
viewed scientific papers and a track record of collaboration and capacity-building across the 
world. We have core research areas in the USA (Florida, and now here in Hawaii), Mozambique, 
Australia and Indonesia, as well as seasonal programs in Tanzania, Oman, Ecuador, and other 
countries. 
Our objective is to carefully and sustainably grow our project breadth and conservation impact, 
with education and protection initiatives operating synergistically with targeted research activi-
ties.
Our Hawaii Oceanic Manta Project, in collaboration with the Manta Pacific Research Founda-
tion and DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources, aims to obtain information needed to underpin 
conservation measures for this elusive and endangered species.
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President’s Position

August 2025
August is Member-
ship Month, but our 
commitment to growth 
and connection is year-
round. When we focus 
on growing Rotary, we 

grow our ability to serve, to lead, and 
to bring lasting change.
Membership growth isn’t just about 
numbers. It’s about opening doors. 
It’s about inviting more people who 
are ready to give their time, talents, 
and hearts to a cause greater than 
themselves. When we welcome new 
members, we bring in fresh ideas and 
new energy. We expand our impact, 
strengthen our clubs, and ensure that 
Rotary continues to evolve with the 
world around us.
Remember, there is now great flexibil-
ity in fashioning nontraditional club 
models. I’m inspired when I see these 
innovative clubs thrive by offering new 
and prospective members more ways 
to connect and serve.
In Korea, the growth of satellite clubs 
has created opportunities for nearly 
1,000 new members to find their 
place in Rotary. In Romania, the close 
collaboration between Rotarians, 
Rotaractors, and Interactors has built 
a pipeline of future leaders. In India, 
some Rotarians gather around a 
shared interest — whether it’s profes-
sional development or a passion for 
service — and those connections deep-
en their commitment and their joy in 
being part of Rotary. And we’ve seen 
cause-based clubs thrive in regions as 
diverse as Southeast Asia, Africa, and 
Europe.
There’s a common thread: Where clubs 
are growing, membership is a priority 
and there is a willingness to try some-
thing new. Rotary is not limited to one 
structure or tradition. We are a global 
network of people of action, and that 
means there is room for many kinds of 
clubs, many ways to serve, and many 
paths into our organization.
This spirit of innovation is also guid-
ing our efforts to reach new commu-
nities. In places where there has never 
been a Rotary club — or where a club 
once existed and faded — Rotarians 
are finding ways to grow Rotary. They 
are identifying areas of potential and 
building clubs that reflect the charac-
ter and needs of their communities.
Every member plays a part in this jour-
ney. Whether you introduce a friend 
to your club, support a new meeting 
format, reconnect with program alum-
ni, or simply share your Rotary story, 
you are helping our organization grow 
stronger and more vibrant.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Just 
Visiting

Liz Heiman
Reno, NV

Colin & 
Leanne 

Byron
Melbourne, 

Vistoria, 
Australia

Congratulations - Andrea Myslicki
Foundation President, Mahlon Whittle, presents Andrea 
Myslicki with her pin for $6000 in donations to the Ro-
tary Foundation. This shows incredible generosity and a 
impressive committiment to the Rotary Club of Kona and 
the Foundation. Especially so, since Andrea has only been 
a member since March of 2023. Congratulations Andrea.

Video of the presentation: 
http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  081425.mp4

In Transition at Heavenly Hawaii Coffee - The Tour
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Member Birthdays
Anthony Bonnici
 August  20
Darlene Daboling
 August  14
Mark England
 August  13
Jenny Rassmussen
 August  17
Chloe Uhl
 August  19
Mahlon Whittle
 August  17

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Katherine & John Rauch
 August 28, 2005 - 20 Yrs
Chloe & Daniel Uhl
 August 2, 2013 - 12 Yrs

Joined Annivers
Kimber DeVerse
 August 29, 2013 - 12 Yrs
Alysia Dinneen
 August 22, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Rebecca Hamar
 August 21, 2014 - 11 Yrs
Linda Jane Kelly
 August 02, 2012 - 13 Yrs 
Jeremy Mich
 August 18, 2022 - 3 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
August 17, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
August 17,  8A to Noon
KONA DAIFUKUJI ORCHID 
CLUB’S ANNUAL FREE SHOW 
AND SALE - Honalo
www.facebook.com/orchidsinpar-
adise.
August 28-September 1
ANNUAL QUEEN LILI’UOKA-
LANI OUTRIGGER LONG-DIS-
TANCE CANOE RACE - Kona
qlcanoerace.com

In Transition at Heavenly Hawaii Coffee - The Party
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314

Page 4

Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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August 28, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Dark 09/04 
 Ola Shaw 09/11
    Flight of Aloha  
Speaker TBD 09/18
    12th Hawaii Distiller  
   

This Week

Program: 
 Mike Gleason
    Volcano Art Center
Greeter:    
  Maverick Malech

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
At the Club
A Hui Hou, Franz Weber
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  082125.mp4

Just Last Week - Mark Hackney - Marine Megafauna Foundation

At the Podium - Mike Gleason - Volcano Art Center

Mark is a seasoned executive and organizational leader of energy 
projects in locations around the world. Since retiring in 2020, Mark 
has volunteered his time with the Marine Megafauna Foundation and 
is currently serving as Chairman of the Board. Mark has a long history 
of diving in Kona and after decades of visiting the area, he and his wife 
Caroline have called Kona “home” for over 5 years.
The Marine Megafauna Foundation was founded in 2009 by renowned 
marine scientists Dr. Andrea Marshall and Dr. Simon Pierce. Our mis-

sion is to enable and inspire protection of threatened marine megafauna through pioneering research 
that supports community education and sustainable conservation solutions. 
Our team has conducted pioneering research on manta rays and whale sharks, which has enabled 
advancement of these species towards global protection. We have expanded our focus to other iconic 
and threatened species (including sea turtles, marlin, and others) with over 100 peer-reviewed scien-
tific papers and a track record of collaboration and capacity-building across the world. We have core 
research areas in the USA (Florida, and now here in Hawaii), Mozambique, Australia and Indonesia, 
as well as seasonal programs in Tanzania, Oman, Ecuador, and other countries. Our objective is to 
carefully and sustainably grow our project breadth and conservation impact, with education and 
protection initiatives operating synergistically with targeted research activities.

Mike grew up on a small family farm in Western Oregon in a family of Educators. 
After graduation from Western Oregon State University, Mike moved to Pohnpei 
in Micronesia as an ESL teacher. He returned to Oregon after six years on Pohnpei 
and bought a farm and raised cattle while working nights in a plywood mill and 
taking master’s degree courses. After completing his course work in 1988, Mike 
and family moved to Pahoa Hawaii where he taught special education classes at 
Pahoa High and Intermediate school. He later became the vice principal of the 

intermediate school. In 2000, Mike was selected as the CEO of the Arc of Hilo and remained in that 
position for 15 years, accomplishing many program and facility upgrades. In 2023 he took a job as 
the Executive Director at Windward Seniors Day Care Center in Kailua on Oahu again increasing 
programs and facilities. Finally, Mike accepted the position as CEO for the Volcano Art Center and is 
extremely happy to be back at home on Hawaii Island.
Volcano Art Center (VAC) is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) educational organization founded in 1974. 
Located in Volcano, Hawai’i, VAC operates two locations. The first, VAC Gallery, situated on Kīlauea 
volcano, within Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park is a successful fine art gallery showcasing hand-
crafted artworks by over 180 local artists. The second location, VAC’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano 
Village hosts ongoing classes, workshops, performances, events and a restored native, old-growth 
rainforest. Due to its unique location, Volcano Art Center (VAC) is in a strong position to promote 
and perpetuate Hawaiian arts and culture. Volcano Art Center develops and offers ongoing programs 
for residents, keiki (children) and visitors, including the award-winning Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko 
performance series held monthly at the kahua hula in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.
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President’s Position

August 2025
August is Member-
ship Month, but our 
commitment to growth 
and connection is year-
round. When we focus 
on growing Rotary, we 

grow our ability to serve, to lead, and 
to bring lasting change.
Membership growth isn’t just about 
numbers. It’s about opening doors. 
It’s about inviting more people who 
are ready to give their time, talents, 
and hearts to a cause greater than 
themselves. When we welcome new 
members, we bring in fresh ideas and 
new energy. We expand our impact, 
strengthen our clubs, and ensure that 
Rotary continues to evolve with the 
world around us.
Remember, there is now great flexibil-
ity in fashioning nontraditional club 
models. I’m inspired when I see these 
innovative clubs thrive by offering new 
and prospective members more ways 
to connect and serve.
In Korea, the growth of satellite clubs 
has created opportunities for nearly 
1,000 new members to find their 
place in Rotary. In Romania, the close 
collaboration between Rotarians, 
Rotaractors, and Interactors has built 
a pipeline of future leaders. In India, 
some Rotarians gather around a 
shared interest — whether it’s profes-
sional development or a passion for 
service — and those connections deep-
en their commitment and their joy in 
being part of Rotary. And we’ve seen 
cause-based clubs thrive in regions as 
diverse as Southeast Asia, Africa, and 
Europe.
There’s a common thread: Where clubs 
are growing, membership is a priority 
and there is a willingness to try some-
thing new. Rotary is not limited to one 
structure or tradition. We are a global 
network of people of action, and that 
means there is room for many kinds of 
clubs, many ways to serve, and many 
paths into our organization.
This spirit of innovation is also guid-
ing our efforts to reach new commu-
nities. In places where there has never 
been a Rotary club — or where a club 
once existed and faded — Rotarians 
are finding ways to grow Rotary. They 
are identifying areas of potential and 
building clubs that reflect the charac-
ter and needs of their communities.
Every member plays a part in this jour-
ney. Whether you introduce a friend 
to your club, support a new meeting 
format, reconnect with program alum-
ni, or simply share your Rotary story, 
you are helping our organization grow 
stronger and more vibrant.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

VISION STATEMENT
Rotary Club of Kona is where neighbors, friends, and problem solvers share 
ideas, join with other leaders, and take action to create lasting change in our 
community and worldwide.  WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE.

GOALS

 Recruitment Goals
 • Younger members
 • More diversity

 Community Service Projects
 • Find or support a “BIG” project (maybe in partnership with other   
    Rotary Clubs or other non-profit organizations)
 • Additional focus on youth projects

 Expand involvement with youth
 Diversify meetings and programs 

 • Consider twice monthly lunch meetings and one event/activity per  
    month 

 Define and activate committees
 Establish an Environmental Focus for one of our committees

ACTION PLAN

1. Invite businesses
 a. Attract new and younger members through business engagement
 b. Establish a more visible presence including social media (Jeremy)
 c. Establish a drop box for support of social media items such as pho 
     tos, etc.
 d. Fill Membership Committee Chairperson
 e. Refresh and enhance our onboarding of new Rotarians

2. Find a “BIG” Project
 a. Community Service Committee

3. Youth Service
 a. Invite Interact to more lunchtime meetings
 b. Formally invite Tina Rossman to be an Honorary Rotarian
 c. Try for RCOK to attend Interact meetings occasionally

4. Diversify types of speakers and presenters for our lunch time meetings and  
    find at least one monthly activity for RCOK
 a. Ask for suggestions from the membership
 b. Set up a “Social Coordinator”
 c. Commit to the new meeting structure if that is the selected alterna 
     tive

5. Establish an Environmental Focus Area Committee 

At the Club - Looking to the Future - Gonzo Garcia
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Member Birthdays
Anthony Bonnici
 August  20
Darlene Daboling
 August  14
Mark England
 August  13
Jenny Rassmussen
 August  17
Chloe Uhl
 August  19
Mahlon Whittle
 August  17

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Katherine & John Rauch
 August 28, 2005 - 20 Yrs
Chloe & Daniel Uhl
 August 2, 2013 - 12 Yrs

Joined Annivers
Kimber DeVerse
 August 29, 2013 - 12 Yrs
Alysia Dinneen
 August 22, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Rebecca Hamar
 August 21, 2014 - 11 Yrs
Linda Jane Kelly
 August 02, 2012 - 13 Yrs 
Jeremy Mich
 August 18, 2022 - 3 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
August 17, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
August 17,  8A to Noon
KONA DAIFUKUJI ORCHID 
CLUB’S ANNUAL FREE SHOW 
AND SALE - Honalo
www.facebook.com/orchidsinpar-
adise.
August 28-September 1
ANNUAL QUEEN LILI’UOKA-
LANI OUTRIGGER LONG-DIS-
TANCE CANOE RACE - Kona
qlcanoerace.com

MEMORIES of ALOHA
Link to a short video below about Franz’ skydiving experience for his birthday in 2023.

https://youtu.be/J2L20rEVA7M?si=3pJ0OnT1De7f5RFz
For Videos of Franz Talks at the Club go to: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  

Click on  either of the FarnzWeberTalks

A Hui Hou, Franz Weber - Courtesy Bev Fraser - RCOKS

Lucky We Live Hawaii - Rainbow Falls, Hilo
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: TBD  
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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September 11, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 09/18
    12th Hawaii Distiller  
   Speaker TBD 09/25
    ‘Ako’ako’a Coral Reefs
 Dark 10/02

This Week

Program: 
 Ola Shaw 
    Flight of Aloha  
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
At the Club
A Hui Hou, Franz Weber
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  082825.mp4

Just Last Week - Mike Gleason - Volcano Art Center

At the Podium - Ola Shaw - Flight of Aloha

Mike grew up on a small family farm in Western Oregon in a family of Educators. 
After graduation from Western Oregon State University, Mike moved to Pohnpei 
in Micronesia as an ESL teacher. He returned to Oregon after six years on Pohnpei 
and bought a farm and raised cattle while working nights in a plywood mill and 
taking master’s degree courses. After completing his course work in 1988, Mike 
and family moved to Pahoa Hawaii where he taught special education classes at 
Pahoa High and Intermediate school. He later became the vice principal of the 

intermediate school. In 2000, Mike was selected as the CEO of the Arc of Hilo and remained in that 
position for 15 years, accomplishing many program and facility upgrades. In 2023 he took a job as 
the Executive Director at Windward Seniors Day Care Center in Kailua on Oahu again increasing 
programs and facilities. Finally, Mike accepted the position as CEO for the Volcano Art Center and is 
extremely happy to be back at home on Hawaii Island.
Volcano Art Center (VAC) is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) educational organization founded in 1974. 
Located in Volcano, Hawai’i, VAC operates two locations. The first, VAC Gallery, situated on Kīlauea 
volcano, within Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park is a successful fine art gallery showcasing hand-
crafted artworks by over 180 local artists. The second location, VAC’s Niaulani Campus in Volcano 
Village hosts ongoing classes, workshops, performances, events and a restored native, old-growth 
rainforest. Due to its unique location, Volcano Art Center (VAC) is in a strong position to promote 
and perpetuate Hawaiian arts and culture. Volcano Art Center develops and offers ongoing programs 
for residents, keiki (children) and visitors, including the award-winning Na Mea Hawai‘i Hula Kahiko 
performance series held monthly at the kahua hula in Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.

Ola Shaw is a Hawai’i born entrepreneur, storyteller, and founder 
of Flight of Aloha — the state’s first locally owned and produced 
flying theater attraction. Now open in Kailua-Kona, the immersive 
experience blends 8K aerial footage, motion seats, water, wind, and 
scent effects to transport guests across breathtaking island land-
scapes, guided by stories rooted in Hawaiian values and history.
Before launching Flight of Aloha, Ola built We Are More Solutions, 
an electrical and AV contracting company that helped power busi-
nesses across the islands. His technical background allowed him to 
help design and build the very infrastructure behind his attraction.

After leaving the islands to attend school on the mainland, Ola returned home with a greater 
appreciation for his culture, community, and the responsibility to protect and uplift both. That 
experience fuels his mission to ensure every visitor leaves with not just stunning visuals  but a 
deeper fun connection to Hawai‘i.
He’s also a father of three, loves surfing,  jiu jitsu, coaching soccer and is an advocate for local 
businesses, culture, and environmental respect.  Ola brings heart, hustle, and aloha into every-
thing he does.
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President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Just 
Visiting

Liz Heiman
Reno, NV

Mike Lynch
Kailua Kona

HI

At the Club - Polio Plus Kennel Club - World Polio Day
Aloha Club! 
I just signed one (of the 4) dogs up for the Polio Plus Kennel Klub!  Commit to $10/month or 
$100 per year to sign up your pet!  Lets see how many RCOK pets we can get signed up before 
World Polio Day on Oct 24!   Sign up, get a bandana, take a pic and we will put them all in the 
Coffee Blossom!  If you just cant decide which cat or dog or rabbit gets to join, you can give as 
many commitments as pets you want to join! 
Its easy to sign up!  Go to the following link for instructions!
 https://www.rotaryppskennelklub.org/join 
Thanks!  Jenaya

At the Club - Pau Hana - September 4
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Member Birthdays
Allen Sullivan
 September  30

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Brett & Melissa Carey
 September 10, 2011 - 14 Yrs
Mark & Majorie England
 September 21, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Ben & Sona Noyes
 September 23, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Tom Daniel
 September 1, 1996 - 29 Yrs
Stephen Johnson
 September 21, 2023 - 2 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
September  21, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
September 10 and 11, 2025
KUPUNA HULA FESTIVAL 2025
Outrigger Kona Resort in 
Keauhou,
September 27, 2025
KONA ORCHID SOCIETY’S 
FALL SHOW & SALE - Makaeo 
County Pavilion, Old Airport 
Beach Park

In the Community - Peace Week - September 16 - 23
Aloha! Mark your calendar to join in for events throughout Peace Week.  

This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought to you through the efforts of the Rotary 
Clubs of Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s 
Office, and the Puna Hongwanji. 

May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail on 
Earth!
 
Kona events are:
Tuesday, Sept 23: Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p
Tuesday, Sept 23: Sunset Peace Reception- Old Kona Airport Peace Garden—4:30 pm

 
 

                     

PPeeaaccee  WWeeeekk  
SEPTEMBER 16-23, 2025 
                        

                          
                     Peace Pole located at the Panaewa Zoo 
 
This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought 
to you through the efforts of the Rotary Clubs of 
Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace 
Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s Office, and the 
Puna Hongwanji. May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May 
Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail 
on Earth! 

Tuesday, Sept 16th 
 

Sunrise Peace Reception                       
Hilo County Building ~ 7:30 am                    

&                                                              
Peace Hula                                           

Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon 
 

Wednesday, Sept 17th 
 

Peace Pole Rededication                     
Kuhio Kalanianole Park ~ 5:00 pm 

 

Thursday, Sept 18th 
 

Rotary Club of Kona                                
Lava Java in Kailua Kona ~ 12 noon 

 

Friday, Sept 19th 
 

NAMI Mental Health Summit at UH-Hilo        
8:30 am ~ 4:00 pm 

 

Saturday, Sept 20th 
 

Honoka`a Peace Festival  
https://www.peacedayparade.org/ 

 

Sunday, Sept 21st 
 

Peace Celebration  
Puna Hongwanji in Keaau ~ 9:00 am 

 

Monday,  Sept 22nd 

 
Ring Your Bells for Peace 

bit.ly?PeaceDay2025 
 

Tuesday,  Sept 23rd 
 

Peace Hula                                           
Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon  

Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p  

Sunset Peace Reception- Old Kona 
Airport Peace Garden—4:30 pm  
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:
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September 18, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 09/25
    ‘Ako’ako’a Coral Reefs
 Dark 10/02
 Dark (IronmanWeek) 10/09

This Week

Program: 
 Dave Puckett 
    12th Hawaii Distiller  
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
Rotary Works
Rotary Works
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  091125.mp4

Just Last Week - Ola Shaw - Flight of Aloha

At the Podium - Dave Puckett - 12th Hawaii Distiller

Ola Shaw is a Hawai’i born entrepreneur, storyteller, and 
founder of Flight of Aloha — the state’s first locally owned 
and produced flying theater attraction. Now open in Kai-
lua-Kona, the immersive experience blends 8K aerial foot-
age, motion seats, water, wind, and scent effects to transport 
guests across breathtaking island landscapes, guided by 
stories rooted in Hawaiian values and history.
Before launching Flight of Aloha, Ola built We Are More 
Solutions, an electrical and AV contracting company that 
helped power businesses across the islands. His technical 

background allowed him to help design and build the very infrastructure behind his 
attraction.
After leaving the islands to attend school on the mainland, Ola returned home with a 
greater appreciation for his culture, community, and the responsibility to protect and 
uplift both. That experience fuels his mission to ensure every visitor leaves with not 
just stunning visuals  but a deeper fun connection to Hawai‘i.

12th Hawaii Distiller is the first distillery in Kona since the 
1950’s and the 12th distiller in the state of Hawaii. Every drop 
they make is produced right here on the Big Island.
Their spirits use locally sourced ingredients and the pur-
est form of sugar on the planet: raw Hawaiian honey. Their 
purpose is to bring out the best that Hawaii has to offer. Dave 
Puckett’s 3rd-great-grandfather began distilling in the 1800’s, 
and that passion was passed down through generations. Dave 
started experimenting with whiskey and other spirits in 2010. 
Six years later, he retired from construction work and traded 
in his copper nails for copper stills. He’s been perfecting his 
craft ever since.

Just Visiting Armondo Rodrigues 
and Friends, Marlin & 
Gracilia, from
Aloha Latinos
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President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Amazing Volunteers, Once again, we have been asked to help out at the 2025 Ironman 
World Championship here in Kona.
Sign up for one or both opportunities. Here is the link and thank you!!
You enter the password when you sign up to see only your Rotary Shifts.
https://ironman.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=93273
Tues 10/7/25 - Job: Parade of Nations - Shift: 1pm - 5:30pm
Sat 10/11/25 - Job: Post Race - Athlete Escorts - Shift: 4pm - 8pm
Group Password: Rotary
To make it easy, it’s the same password for both jobs and it will pop up both shifts once you 
enter the password and your team can start signing up. You do not need to be a Rotarian to 
volunteer so please pass this on to your Ohana. If you have any questions, please contact me.
Maverick Malech - 808 282-9022 - TeamMaverickHawaii@gmail.com

Rotary Works - Volunteers Needed for Ironman

Rotary Works - Ironman Interact Help
Aloha Club! 
Interact is looking for folks to come out and help with their aid station for 
Saturday, Oct 11  This is a great way to watch the event and show our support for Interact. 
Any involvement is appreciated even if you cannot make it to an entire shift. 
Their aid station is located in front of Honokohau Harbor.  Its easist to park on the side street 
(Kealakehe Pkwy-south of where the Queen K Texaco/Starbucks/etc is) and walk across the 
highway to the makai side.  The aid station is just near the entrance to the harbor.
Click on the link below to sign up on the google spreadsheet.  They most need help with setup 
from about 9:30 to 11:30 am.  Its a lot of just making sure the kids are getting the stuff set up, 
you dont need to be able to provide man-power, just bossing power! 
If you are a night owl and want to come for clean up I know they would appreciate that.  Tina, 
the Interact sponsor, will have been there from 9 am to midnight so lets get out and show her 
our support!
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xAt-7-5RybX15oApbY7_b_2s6YpVfQe_1fZAkTiF-
tRc/edit?gid=0#gid=0 
Thanks, Jenaya

Lucky We Live Hawaii - An Early Morning Walk
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Wedding Annivers
Brett & Melissa Carey
 September 10, 2011 - 14 Yrs
Mark & Majorie England
 September 21, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Ben & Sona Noyes
 September 23, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Tom Daniel
 September 1, 1996 - 29 Yrs
Stephen Johnson
 September 21, 2023 - 2 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
September  21, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
September 10 and 11, 2025
KUPUNA HULA FESTIVAL 2025
Outrigger Kona Resort in 
Keauhou,
September 27, 2025
KONA ORCHID SOCIETY’S 
FALL SHOW & SALE - Makaeo 
County Pavilion, Old Airport 
Beach Park

In the Community - 
Peace Week - September 16 - 23

Aloha! Mark your calendar to join in 
for events throughout Peace Week.  

This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought to you through the efforts of the Rotary 
Clubs of Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s 
Office, and the Puna Hongwanji. 
May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail on 
Earth!
Kona events are: Tuesday, Sept 23: Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p

“RING YOUR BELL FOR PEACE DAY IS COMING SOON!  TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND 
FAMILIES TO SIGN UP AND JOIN THE PEACE DAY EVENT!” 
The public is invited to join the virtual “6th  Annual Ring Your Bell for Peace Day” which is 
an interfaith, multi-cultural, and international gathering of individuals and organizations who 
are enjoying a program with esteemed speakers, entertainers, and participants to share the 
common interest of promoting peace, mutual respect, and unity.  Hosted by Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii.
Everyone logs on  September 22nd , 8:15 AM, and the program goes live on Zoom and Face-
book Live at 8:30 AM with messages and music of peace, at 9:00 AM a minute of silence to 
pay tribute to all who sacrificed for peace, and at 9:01, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani  of Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Mission will ask everyone to ring their bells for 5 minutes.  All participants’ 
screens will  be spotlighted and you will see children in their classes ringing bells, temple bells 
being rung by ministers and friends, senior centers, families in their living rooms, Ringing their 
Bells for Peace!  What a great feeling!
All participants receive a recorded version with a link as a souvenir of the program. Past partic-
ipants have registered from Canada, the Continental United States and Hawaii, Germany, and 
Japan totaling almost 1800. This is the 6th year for this worldwide event where more viewers 
can enjoy the program live on Facebook, too.

     DATE:   Monday,  Sept. 22, 2025
     TIME:    8:15 -9:30 AM
     PLACE:   Zoom link will be sent to all who register by Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025
     REGISTER :   bit.ly/PeaceDay2025 or  send email request to renemansho@hawaii.rr.com

While Peace Day is more critical every year, this is a creative way for people to personally 
connect from around the world to promote peace has lifted our spirits and brings a little bit 
of sunshine in our lives for a memorable occasion.  In the past, participants included women 
from Ukraine sharing their story, Lahaina Jodo Mission sharing the moments of the 2023 Maui 
Wildfire, guest speaker Ramona Okumura, humanitarian working in Gaza with the Palestine 
Children’s Relief Fund to  help fitting prosthetics for young people.  She safely escaped to Egypt 
and is safely back home in Washington.
Sharing Hawaii’s peace message, culture, and music is  Hawaii’s Ambassador for Peace and 
Ukulele Virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro who always makes this an event to remember!  He always 
reminds our youth to work hard to do what your passion is in school, your job, your friends 
and families.  He says to just try your best and you can do anything if you put your mind to it, 
and to just say NO TO DRUGS!

Please contact Rene Mansho for any questions: 808-291-6151,  renemansho@hawaii.rr.com

Mahalo and May Your Day Be Filled With Aloha, Rene

 
 

                     

PPeeaaccee  WWeeeekk  
SEPTEMBER 16-23, 2025 
                        

                          
                     Peace Pole located at the Panaewa Zoo 
 
This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought 
to you through the efforts of the Rotary Clubs of 
Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace 
Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s Office, and the 
Puna Hongwanji. May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May 
Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail 
on Earth! 

Tuesday, Sept 16th 
 

Sunrise Peace Reception                       
Hilo County Building ~ 7:30 am                    

&                                                              
Peace Hula                                           

Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon 
 

Wednesday, Sept 17th 
 

Peace Pole Rededication                     
Kuhio Kalanianole Park ~ 5:00 pm 

 

Thursday, Sept 18th 
 

Rotary Club of Kona                                
Lava Java in Kailua Kona ~ 12 noon 

 

Friday, Sept 19th 
 

NAMI Mental Health Summit at UH-Hilo        
8:30 am ~ 4:00 pm 

 

Saturday, Sept 20th 
 

Honoka`a Peace Festival  
https://www.peacedayparade.org/ 

 

Sunday, Sept 21st 
 

Peace Celebration  
Puna Hongwanji in Keaau ~ 9:00 am 

 

Monday,  Sept 22nd 

 
Ring Your Bells for Peace 

bit.ly?PeaceDay2025 
 

Tuesday,  Sept 23rd 
 

Peace Hula                                           
Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon  

Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p  

Sunset Peace Reception- Old Kona 
Airport Peace Garden—4:30 pm  
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Paul Harris
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J. Rockman/G. Garcia
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Scott Unger
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 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
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 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
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 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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September 18, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 09/25
    ‘Ako’ako’a Coral Reefs
 Dark 10/02
 Dark (IronmanWeek) 10/09

This Week

Program: 
 Dave Puckett 
    12th Hawaii Distiller  
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
Rotary Works
Rotary Works
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
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Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  091125.mp4

Just Last Week - Ola Shaw - Flight of Aloha

At the Podium - Dave Puckett - 12th Hawaii Distiller

Ola Shaw is a Hawai’i born entrepreneur, storyteller, and 
founder of Flight of Aloha — the state’s first locally owned 
and produced flying theater attraction. Now open in Kai-
lua-Kona, the immersive experience blends 8K aerial foot-
age, motion seats, water, wind, and scent effects to transport 
guests across breathtaking island landscapes, guided by 
stories rooted in Hawaiian values and history.
Before launching Flight of Aloha, Ola built We Are More 
Solutions, an electrical and AV contracting company that 
helped power businesses across the islands. His technical 

background allowed him to help design and build the very infrastructure behind his 
attraction.
After leaving the islands to attend school on the mainland, Ola returned home with a 
greater appreciation for his culture, community, and the responsibility to protect and 
uplift both. That experience fuels his mission to ensure every visitor leaves with not 
just stunning visuals  but a deeper fun connection to Hawai‘i.

12th Hawaii Distiller is the first distillery in Kona since the 
1950’s and the 12th distiller in the state of Hawaii. Every drop 
they make is produced right here on the Big Island.
Their spirits use locally sourced ingredients and the pur-
est form of sugar on the planet: raw Hawaiian honey. Their 
purpose is to bring out the best that Hawaii has to offer. Dave 
Puckett’s 3rd-great-grandfather began distilling in the 1800’s, 
and that passion was passed down through generations. Dave 
started experimenting with whiskey and other spirits in 2010. 
Six years later, he retired from construction work and traded 
in his copper nails for copper stills. He’s been perfecting his 
craft ever since.

Just Visiting Armondo Rodrigues 
and Friends, Marlin & 
Gracilia, from
Aloha Latinos
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President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Amazing Volunteers, Once again, we have been asked to help out at the 2025 Ironman 
World Championship here in Kona.
Sign up for one or both opportunities. Here is the link and thank you!!
You enter the password when you sign up to see only your Rotary Shifts.
https://ironman.volunteerlocal.com/volunteer/?id=93273
Tues 10/7/25 - Job: Parade of Nations - Shift: 1pm - 5:30pm
Sat 10/11/25 - Job: Post Race - Athlete Escorts - Shift: 4pm - 8pm
Group Password: Rotary
To make it easy, it’s the same password for both jobs and it will pop up both shifts once you 
enter the password and your team can start signing up. You do not need to be a Rotarian to 
volunteer so please pass this on to your Ohana. If you have any questions, please contact me.
Maverick Malech - 808 282-9022 - TeamMaverickHawaii@gmail.com

Rotary Works - Volunteers Needed for Ironman

Rotary Works - Ironman Interact Help
Aloha Club! 
Interact is looking for folks to come out and help with their aid station for 
Saturday, Oct 11  This is a great way to watch the event and show our support for Interact. 
Any involvement is appreciated even if you cannot make it to an entire shift. 
Their aid station is located in front of Honokohau Harbor.  Its easist to park on the side street 
(Kealakehe Pkwy-south of where the Queen K Texaco/Starbucks/etc is) and walk across the 
highway to the makai side.  The aid station is just near the entrance to the harbor.
Click on the link below to sign up on the google spreadsheet.  They most need help with setup 
from about 9:30 to 11:30 am.  Its a lot of just making sure the kids are getting the stuff set up, 
you dont need to be able to provide man-power, just bossing power! 
If you are a night owl and want to come for clean up I know they would appreciate that.  Tina, 
the Interact sponsor, will have been there from 9 am to midnight so lets get out and show her 
our support!
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xAt-7-5RybX15oApbY7_b_2s6YpVfQe_1fZAkTiF-
tRc/edit?gid=0#gid=0 
Thanks, Jenaya

Lucky We Live Hawaii - An Early Morning Walk
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Member Birthdays
Allen Sullivan
 September  30

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Brett & Melissa Carey
 September 10, 2011 - 14 Yrs
Mark & Majorie England
 September 21, 2019 - 6 Yrs
Ben & Sona Noyes
 September 23, 2006 - 19 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Tom Daniel
 September 1, 1996 - 29 Yrs
Stephen Johnson
 September 21, 2023 - 2 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
September  21, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
September 10 and 11, 2025
KUPUNA HULA FESTIVAL 2025
Outrigger Kona Resort in 
Keauhou,
September 27, 2025
KONA ORCHID SOCIETY’S 
FALL SHOW & SALE - Makaeo 
County Pavilion, Old Airport 
Beach Park

In the Community - 
Peace Week - September 16 - 23

Aloha! Mark your calendar to join in 
for events throughout Peace Week.  

This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought to you through the efforts of the Rotary 
Clubs of Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s 
Office, and the Puna Hongwanji. 
May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail on 
Earth!
Kona events are: Tuesday, Sept 23: Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p

“RING YOUR BELL FOR PEACE DAY IS COMING SOON!  TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND 
FAMILIES TO SIGN UP AND JOIN THE PEACE DAY EVENT!” 
The public is invited to join the virtual “6th  Annual Ring Your Bell for Peace Day” which is 
an interfaith, multi-cultural, and international gathering of individuals and organizations who 
are enjoying a program with esteemed speakers, entertainers, and participants to share the 
common interest of promoting peace, mutual respect, and unity.  Hosted by Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawaii.
Everyone logs on  September 22nd , 8:15 AM, and the program goes live on Zoom and Face-
book Live at 8:30 AM with messages and music of peace, at 9:00 AM a minute of silence to 
pay tribute to all who sacrificed for peace, and at 9:01, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani  of Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaii Mission will ask everyone to ring their bells for 5 minutes.  All participants’ 
screens will  be spotlighted and you will see children in their classes ringing bells, temple bells 
being rung by ministers and friends, senior centers, families in their living rooms, Ringing their 
Bells for Peace!  What a great feeling!
All participants receive a recorded version with a link as a souvenir of the program. Past partic-
ipants have registered from Canada, the Continental United States and Hawaii, Germany, and 
Japan totaling almost 1800. This is the 6th year for this worldwide event where more viewers 
can enjoy the program live on Facebook, too.

     DATE:   Monday,  Sept. 22, 2025
     TIME:    8:15 -9:30 AM
     PLACE:   Zoom link will be sent to all who register by Thursday, Sept. 18, 2025
     REGISTER :   bit.ly/PeaceDay2025 or  send email request to renemansho@hawaii.rr.com

While Peace Day is more critical every year, this is a creative way for people to personally 
connect from around the world to promote peace has lifted our spirits and brings a little bit 
of sunshine in our lives for a memorable occasion.  In the past, participants included women 
from Ukraine sharing their story, Lahaina Jodo Mission sharing the moments of the 2023 Maui 
Wildfire, guest speaker Ramona Okumura, humanitarian working in Gaza with the Palestine 
Children’s Relief Fund to  help fitting prosthetics for young people.  She safely escaped to Egypt 
and is safely back home in Washington.
Sharing Hawaii’s peace message, culture, and music is  Hawaii’s Ambassador for Peace and 
Ukulele Virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro who always makes this an event to remember!  He always 
reminds our youth to work hard to do what your passion is in school, your job, your friends 
and families.  He says to just try your best and you can do anything if you put your mind to it, 
and to just say NO TO DRUGS!

Please contact Rene Mansho for any questions: 808-291-6151,  renemansho@hawaii.rr.com

Mahalo and May Your Day Be Filled With Aloha, Rene

 
 

                     

PPeeaaccee  WWeeeekk  
SEPTEMBER 16-23, 2025 
                        

                          
                     Peace Pole located at the Panaewa Zoo 
 
This 4th Annual Hawai`i Island Peace Week is brought 
to you through the efforts of the Rotary Clubs of 
Hawai`i Island, Destination Hilo, Honoka’a Peace 
Committee, NAMI Hawai’i, Mayor’s Office, and the 
Puna Hongwanji. May Peace Be in our Hearts ~ May 
Peace be in our Community ~ May Peace Prevail 
on Earth! 

Tuesday, Sept 16th 
 

Sunrise Peace Reception                       
Hilo County Building ~ 7:30 am                    

&                                                              
Peace Hula                                           

Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon 
 

Wednesday, Sept 17th 
 

Peace Pole Rededication                     
Kuhio Kalanianole Park ~ 5:00 pm 

 

Thursday, Sept 18th 
 

Rotary Club of Kona                                
Lava Java in Kailua Kona ~ 12 noon 

 

Friday, Sept 19th 
 

NAMI Mental Health Summit at UH-Hilo        
8:30 am ~ 4:00 pm 

 

Saturday, Sept 20th 
 

Honoka`a Peace Festival  
https://www.peacedayparade.org/ 

 

Sunday, Sept 21st 
 

Peace Celebration  
Puna Hongwanji in Keaau ~ 9:00 am 

 

Monday,  Sept 22nd 

 
Ring Your Bells for Peace 

bit.ly?PeaceDay2025 
 

Tuesday,  Sept 23rd 
 

Peace Hula                                           
Mo`oheau Bandstand ~ 12 noon  

Peace Pole Dedication Kona VFW - 3:30p  

Sunset Peace Reception- Old Kona 
Airport Peace Garden—4:30 pm  
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:
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October 16, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 10/23 
    Kona Honu Divers
 Haloween Party 10/30
 Dark 11/06 
    

This Week

Program: 
 Maj. Keoki A. K. Leong  
       Hawaii National Guard 
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last 3 Week
Just Visiting
Rotary Works
Rotary Works
Rotary Works
Rotary Works
From the Archives
Inbthe Community
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Just Last  3 Week - Greg Asner - ‘Ako’ako’a Reef Restoration

At the Podium - Maj. Keoki A. K. Leong - HI National Guard

Just Visiting

Greg Asner is Director of the Center for Global Discovery and 
Conservation Science, an Arizona State University research unit 
based in Hilo, Hawai’i. Following service as a U.S. Navy Diver, 
he studied at the University of Hawai’i and worked at The Nature 
Conservancy of Hawai’i. Asner received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees 
from the University of Colorado (1997) based on his conservation 
research on Moloka’i and Hawai’i islands. In 2000, he joined the 

Carnegie Institution for Science, where he led the Pacific Ridge[1]to-Reef Program 
and the Carnegie Airborne Observatory in Hilo, providing ecosystem mapping and 
monitoring services to State and federal agencies. 

In 2018, he co-founded the Hawai’i Marine Education and Research Center, a 
non-profit convening center for communities and government agencies on Hawai’i 
Island. In 2019, Arizona State University hired Asner in Hawai’i, naming him profes-
sor and director to advance solutions-oriented research and education in coastal and 
marine conservation. In 2023, he founded the ‘Āko’ako’a Reef Restoration Program 
in collaboration with the Hawai’i Division of Aquatic Resources and communities on 

Maj. Keoki Leong is a native son of Hawai’i. He enlisted into the Hawai’i Army 
National Guard in 2010 and commissioned as an Infantry Officer in 2011. In 
2016, 1st Lt. Leong was selected to Active Guard Reserve status (full time) being 
reassigned from Hanapēpē, Kaua’i to Hilo, HI. In 2018, then Capt. Leong de-
ployed as the Headquarters Troop Commander to Sinai, Egypt. In 2022, he was 
promoted to the rank of Major and assigned as the 1st Squadron, 299th Cavalry 
Regiment’s Executive Officer in the 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, HANG.

Additionally, Maj. Leong serves as the Facility Administrator for Keaukaha Military Reserva-
tion and is the Hawai’i National Guard representative/Island Commander in support to Hawai’i 
County Civil Defense during emergency operations.

Laura Kass
Tucson, AZ

George Havenka
Kailua Kona, HI

Marjorie Zensen 
Kailua Kona, HI



2025-10-16 2

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Page 2

President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Rotary Works - Volunteering at the Ironman Parade

Rotary Works - Volunteering at the Finish Line

Rotary Works - Volunteering at the Blood Drive

The Italian 
team before 

the start of 
the Parade of 

Nations on 
Tuesday.

The Rotary club of Kona is assisting with the blood drive at 
Welina Mai, a health facility near Kealakehe High school. 
Only 2% of our state donate blood, and one donation can 
save three lives! The goal is to collect 300+ pints of blood. 
Thank you to the people of Kona for giving the gift of life 
to people in need throughout our state.

Maverick Malech

Stephen Johnson

Rotary Works - Hosting Athletes

Gonzo Garcia hosted this amazing athlete from 
Ecuador, Nicol Ruperti. She, her husband, 

and their daughter stayed with him for a week.
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Member Birthdays
Brett Carey
 October 10
Thomas Daniel
 October 24
Marcia Masters
 October 10
Floyd Nordstrom
 October 11
Rod Quartararo
 October 18
Katherine Rauch
 October 25
John Spicer
 October 08
Scott Unger
 October 27
Sherri Watts
 October 26
Ray Wofford
 October 27
Chrystal Yamasaki
 October 23

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Amy & Richard Decker
 October 20, 1991 - 5 Yrs
Maverick & Karen Malech
 October 15, 2008 - 17 Yrs
Peter Schonberg & Becca Hamar
 October 08, 1993 - 32 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Maverick Malech
 October 15, 2015 - 10 Yrs
Allen Sullivan
 October 18, 2018 - 7 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
October 19, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
October 25, 9 A  to  1 P
PLANT PEOPLE ROAD SHOW- 
Makaeo Pavilion, Old Airport
October 31, 4 P  to  7 P
HALOWEEN TRICK OR 
TREAT- Queen’s Marketplace, 
Waikoloa Beach Resort

In the Community - RCOK ‘s Provide Support

From the Archives - October 16, 2003

Rotary Club of Kona
Post Office Box 2445

Kailua Kona, HI 96745

Island Clubs
Hilo Bay, Wed, 6:45A

Nani Loa Hotel
Hilo, Fri, 12:00N
Nani Loa Hotel

Kona Mauka, Tue, 12:00N
Teshima’s Restaurant

North Hawaii, Wed, 11:45A
Daniel Thiebaut’s Restaurant
South Hilo, Tue, 12:00N

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
Volcano, Thu, 6:45A

Kilauea Lodge

On the Raod
Whether you’re traveling to

another island, another state
or another country, you can
still attend a Rotary Meeting
at one of the thousands of
Ratary Clubs worldwide.
To find a meeting wherever
you’re bound, log on to:
http://www.rotary.org/
services/clubs/index.html
Meeting information is
updated weekly.

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting

notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard by Tuesday, 12:00N.
All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

richard@surfhawaii.net
or for large files

mail.surfhawaii.net
the ID is “clients”

the Password is “surf”

At the Helm

Rotary Club of Kona WORK HOME FAX EMAIL
President: Bev Fraser 329-4599 325-0223 329-4599 bfraser@hialoha.net

President Elect: Alan Clark 329-2987 331-2308 933-4617 aclark@islandchevrolet.com
Secretary: Barbara Kossow 329-5226 325-6240 326-5663 cohkona@co.hawaii.hi.us
Treasurer: Ross Griffin 324-1505 324-1505 324-4447 griffinr001@hawaii.rr.com

Past President: Barbara Bush 960-8292 325-6852 329-9542 bbush56@hotmail.com
Sergeant at Arms: Michael Gardner 322-2977 322-2977 322-2977 skyline@kona.net

Fine Master: Ron Luizzi 331-2511 329-2083 331-2531 ron.luizzi@sobelwestex.com
Community Service: Cathie Amelotte 326-7400 325-7737 329-9303 hiuwkona@hawaii.rr.com

Club Service: Tom Fine, Sr 325-1649 325-1649 325-3493 konatom@hawaii.rr.com
Nate Jones 334-0466 331-2862 jamesnathanjones@msn.com

Program Coordinator: Kathy Damon 322-4850 882-8166 322-4855 kdamon@hawaii.edu
Membership: Gretchen Watson-Kabei324-6509 322-6517 322-3478 gretle@aloha.net

Vocational: Scott Unger 326-7565 331-2203 327-9835 Scott.Unger@Airliquide.com
International Service: Tom Daniel 329-7341 325-7323 325-7323 thdaniel@kona.net

Youth Exchange: Cheryl Holdcroft 322-4587 331-8364 322-4458 cheryl@holdcroft.net
New Generations: Ann Goody 331-8777 331-8778 331-8773 goody@pobox.com

R I Foundation: Curt Nakayama 327-0550 325-9672 cnakayama@hei.com
Club Bulletin: Richard Farnham 334-0344 331-2555 327-9411 richard@surfhawaii.net

Rotary International
President: Jonathan Majiyagbe

District 5000
Governor: Gary Siracusa gandl@aloha.net

Sec retary: Karen Lynden karen@kingsweep.com

West Hawaii
Asst Governor: Daryl Kurozawa

Interact Club
Advisor: David Huitt
Advisor: Yanna Lewis

Lend a Hand

Rotary International
1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201 USA

Four-Way Test
Is it the TRUTH?   Is it FAIR to all concerned?   Will it build GOOD WILL

and better friendship?   Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned?Page 4

Service Above Self

Paul Harris Bev Fraser Jonathan Majiyagbe Gary Siracusa Daryl Kurozawa
Rotary Founder Kona President RI President D5000 Governor WH Asst Governor

Kona Coffee Blossom
             Rotary Club of Kona Newsletter

This Week
Oct 16, 2003

Royal Kona Resort
Program: The Mexican

Community in Kona
Sotero Agoot, Cesar

Gonzales

Greeter: Cathie Amelotte
Door Prize: David Schaeffer

Coming Up
Greeters:

Jerry Anderson 10/23
Rick Asbach 10/30

Door Prize:
Norman Sakata 10/23
Bill Rogers 10/30

Birthdays:
Crystal Yamasaki 10/23
Barbara Bush 10/23
Thomas Daniel 10/24

Anniversaries:
Michael Moore (Rhonda)10/16

Programs:
Kailua Kona Improvement Plan
  Eric Von Platen Luder 10/23

Womens’ Cancer Month
  Dr Trauth 10/30

In This Issue
At the Podium 1
Profiles 1
At the Club 2
At RI 2
Just for Fun 3
At the Helm 4

Service Above Self
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At the Podium - THE MEXICAN COMMUNITY IN KONA
What do you know about the Mexican community here in Kona?  Are they all coffee
pickers?  What else do they do?  How many are there?  How long have they been here?
Do they mostly want to return to Mexico, or do most want to stay here and seek US
citizenship?

The Rotary Club of Kona International Service Committee wanted answers to these
questions and thought the answers would also be of interest to the rest of the club.
This week, Sotero Agoot, who, as Director of the Kona Coffee Farmers' Cooperative,
has been instrumental in bringing many Mexican workers to Kona, and Cesar Gonzales,
who came here as a coffee worker and now works as a gardener, will tell us about the
nature of our local Mexican community.

Come learn about this recent, vibrant and growing segment of our community!

Profiles - PAT BERRY

Pat Berry came to Kona in 1990 from Amarillo, Texas, where she
and her husband, Ray, owned an independent insurance agency. 
Pat worked in Kona for Prudential Financial Services for 10 years
and is now a financial services consultant and investment executive
at First Hawaiian Bank.  She holds two financial services designations: 
Chartered Life Underwriter and Chartered Financial Consultant.
She also has a Bachelors Degree in Accounting and a Masters in
Political Science from West Texas State University.

Pat is past president of the West Hawaii Chapter of the National Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors.  She has served as Moderator of Life Underwriters  Training
Council courses.  She has been a member of  various Kona organizations including
the Rotary Club of Kona, Kai Opua Canoe Club, Toastmasters International, Kona
Aquatics Club, Kona Outdoor Circle and Mokuaikaua Church.  She has been a
participant for several years in the annual King's Swim and Cinco De Mayo Swim. 

Pat's hobbies include swimming, kayaking, sewing, singing and reading.  She and Ray
have been married for 45 years and they have three children who live in Texas.  Her
youngest son was a United Airlines pilot on 9/11/01 and since has been furloughed.
He is currently serving in the Texas Air National Guard as a C-130 pilot in Qatar. 
Ray is retired but works part time for Avis car rental.

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts pure,

our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

The Rotary Club of Kona 
helps fund the Volcano 
Art Center Keiki Camp

Youth from Ka’u were treated with strawberry milkshakes 
at St, Judes church by the Rotary club of Kau. These young 
people go to St. Judes church after school four days a week 

for tutoring. They have access to computers and head 
phones, provided by the Rotary Club of Kona.

Erwin, Anilang and Isaiah
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314

Page 4

Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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October 23, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Brett Carey 10/30 
    Charitable Giving
 Halloween Party 10/30
    Daniel Colimon’s House 
 Dark 11/06 
 Speaker TBD 11/13
    Kona Salt Farm    

This Week

Program: 
 Jeff Jones
    Kona Honu Divers
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
Paying it Forward
Musings
Rotary Works
From the Archives
At the Club
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  101625.mp4

Just Last Week - Maj. Keoki A. K. Leong - HI National Guard

Just 
Visiting

At the Podium - Jeff Jones - Kona Honu Divers

Maj. Keoki Leong is a native son of Hawai’i. He enlisted into the Ha-
wai’i Army National Guard in 2010 and commissioned as an Infantry 
Officer in 2011. In 2016, 1st Lt. Leong was selected to Active Guard 
Reserve status (full time) being reassigned from Hanapēpē, Kaua’i 
to Hilo, HI. In 2018, then Capt. Leong deployed as the Headquarters 
Troop Commander to Sinai, Egypt. In 2022, he was promoted to the 
rank of Major and assigned as the 1st Squadron, 299th Cavalry Regi-

ment’s Executive Officer in the 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, HANG.
Additionally, Maj. Leong serves as the Facility Administrator for Keaukaha Military Reserva-
tion and is the Hawai’i National Guard representative/Island Commander in support to Hawai’i 
County Civil Defense during emergency operations.

Jeff Jones, General Manager of Kona Honu 
Divers is a Dive Professional, Group Travel 
Leader, Scuba Instructor, and Ocean Advo-
cate with 20 years of dive center management 
experience. 
Jeff has Scuba Diving/ Group Travel Expe-
rience in Mexico, Honduras, Belize, Okinawa, French Polynesia, Turks and 

Caicos, Bonaire, Curacao, Palau, Yap, Chuuk, Borneo, Indonesia, Bahamas, Vanauatu, Solomon 
Islands, Galapagos Islands, Fiji, Cayman Islands, and the Philippines. He has additional travel 
experience in South America, Australia, SE Asia, Canada,  South Africa, the United Kingdom, 
Europe, and all 50 U.S. States.

Lyla Bashaw
Captian Cook, HI

Dana & Brian Papworth
Gatlinburg, TN

George Hlavenka
Kailua Kona, HI

Julia Riley & Cindy Ferrin
Kailua Kona, HI

Stephen Zimmerman
Alameda, CA
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President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Paying It Forward
RCOK Club President, Jenaya 
Rockman, presents a check for 
$1,800.00 to Julia Riley, Friends 
of the Libraries, Kona.  The 
money will help support the 
Books for Babies program, a 
part of the ongoing efforts of 
the Library to support our keiki 
in Kona and on the Big Island.

Musings - What is My Soul’s Role? - Victoria Morse
What is my soul’s role?
To release control.
To surrender—
and learn to become more tender.
To remember my splendor,
this fire within, an eternal ember.

I desire to inspire,
and daily aspire
to ignite this divine love channel from above.

I walk this path, choosing to laugh,
to dance with the sacred romance of chance.
The inner fire creates a burning desire
to be free—with glee.

Letting Spirit guide, eyes open wide,
cleansed by the tears that washed my fears
and taught me to trust the unknown—
oh, how my soul has grown.

Rotary Works - Hosting Athletes
Scott Unger and Gonzo Garcia hosted this amazing athlete from Ecuador, Nicol Ruperti. She, 
her husband, and their daughter stayed with them for over a week.

Short Video: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on:  IronmanEcuador.mp4
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Member Birthdays
Brett Carey
 October 10
Thomas Daniel
 October 24
Marcia Masters
 October 10
Floyd Nordstrom
 October 11
Rod Quartararo
 October 18
Katherine Rauch
 October 25
John Spicer
 October 08
Scott Unger
 October 27
Sherri Watts
 October 26
Ray Wofford
 October 27
Chrystal Yamasaki
 October 23

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.

Page 3
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Wedding Annivers
Amy & Richard Decker
 October 20, 1991 - 5 Yrs
Maverick & Karen Malech
 October 15, 2008 - 17 Yrs
Peter Schonberg & Becca Hamar
 October 08, 1993 - 32 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Maverick Malech
 October 15, 2015 - 10 Yrs
Allen Sullivan
 October 18, 2018 - 7 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
October 19, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
October 25, 9 A  to  1 P
PLANT PEOPLE ROAD SHOW- 
Makaeo Pavilion, Old Airport
October 31, 4 P  to  7 P
HALOWEEN TRICK OR 
TREAT- Queen’s Marketplace, 
Waikoloa Beach Resort

At the Club - Polio Plus Kennel Club - World Polio Day
Aloha Club! 
I just signed one (of the 4) dogs up for the Polio Plus Kennel Klub!  Commit to $10/month or 
$100 per year to sign up your pet!  Lets see how many RCOK pets we can get signed up before 
World Polio Day on Oct 24!   Sign up, get a bandana, take a pic and we will put them all in the 
Coffee Blossom!  If you just cant decide which cat or dog or rabbit gets to join, you can give as 
many commitments as pets you want to join! 
Its easy to sign up!  Go to the following 
link for instructions!
https://www.rotaryppskennelklub.org/join 
Thanks!  Jenaya

From the Archives - October 23, 2003

Rotary Club of Kona
Post Office Box 2445

Kailua Kona, HI 96745

Island Clubs
Hilo Bay, Wed, 6:45A

Nani Loa Hotel
Hilo, Fri, 12:00N
Nani Loa Hotel

Kona Mauka, Tue, 12:00N
Teshima’s Restaurant

North Hawaii, Wed, 11:45A
Daniel Thiebaut’s Restaurant
South Hilo, Tue, 12:00N

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
Volcano, Thu, 6:45A

Kilauea Lodge

On the Raod
Whether you’re traveling to

another island, another state
or another country, you can
still attend a Rotary Meeting
at one of the thousands of
Ratary Clubs worldwide.
To find a meeting wherever
you’re bound, log on to:
http://www.rotary.org/
services/clubs/index.html
Meeting information is
updated weekly.

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting

notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard by Tuesday, 12:00N.
All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

richard@surfhawaii.net
or for large files

mail.surfhawaii.net
the ID is “clients”

the Password is “surf”

At the Helm

Rotary Club of Kona WORK HOME FAX EMAIL
President: Bev Fraser 329-4599 325-0223 329-4599 bfraser@hialoha.net

President Elect: Alan Clark 329-2987 331-2308 933-4617 aclark@islandchevrolet.com
Secretary: Barbara Kossow 329-5226 325-6240 326-5663 cohkona@co.hawaii.hi.us
Treasurer: Ross Griffin 324-1505 324-1505 324-4447 griffinr001@hawaii.rr.com

Past President: Barbara Bush 960-8292 325-6852 329-9542 bbush56@hotmail.com
Sergeant at Arms: Michael Gardner 322-2977 322-2977 322-2977 skyline@kona.net

Fine Master: Ron Luizzi 331-2511 329-2083 331-2531 ron.luizzi@sobelwestex.com
Community Service: Cathie Amelotte 326-7400 325-7737 329-9303 hiuwkona@hawaii.rr.com

Club Service: Tom Fine, Sr 325-1649 325-1649 325-3493 konatom@hawaii.rr.com
Nate Jones 334-0466 331-2862 jamesnathanjones@msn.com

Program Coordinator: Kathy Damon 322-4850 882-8166 322-4855 kdamon@hawaii.edu
Membership: Gretchen Watson-Kabei324-6509 322-6517 322-3478 gretle@aloha.net

Vocational: Scott Unger 326-7565 331-2203 327-9835 Scott.Unger@Airliquide.com
International Service: Tom Daniel 329-7341 325-7323 325-7323 thdaniel@kona.net

Youth Exchange: Cheryl Holdcroft 322-4587 331-8364 322-4458 cheryl@holdcroft.net
New Generations: Ann Goody 331-8777 331-8778 331-8773 goody@pobox.com

R I Foundation: Curt Nakayama 327-0550 325-9672 cnakayama@hei.com
Club Bulletin: Richard Farnham 334-0344 331-2555 327-9411 richard@surfhawaii.net

Rotary International
President: Jonathan Majiyagbe

District 5000
Governor: Gary Siracusa gandl@aloha.net

Sec retary: Karen Lynden karen@kingsweep.com

West Hawaii
Asst Governor: Daryl Kurozawa

Interact Club
Advisor: David Huitt
Advisor: Yanna Lewis

Lend a Hand

Rotary International
1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201 USA

Four-Way Test
Is it the TRUTH?   Is it FAIR to all concerned?   Will it build GOOD WILL

and better friendship?   Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned?Page 4

Service Above Self

Paul Harris Bev Fraser Jonathan Majiyagbe Gary Siracusa Daryl Kurozawa
Rotary Founder Kona President RI President D5000 Governor WH Asst Governor

Kona Coffee Blossom
             Rotary Club of Kona Newsletter

This Week
Oct 23, 2003

Royal Kona Resort
Program: The Kona Village

Improvement District,
Eric Von Platen Luder,

President, KKCC
Greeter: Jerry Anderson

Door Prize: Norman Sakata

Coming Up
Greeters:

Rick Asbach 10/30
Katherine Augustine 11/06

Door Prize:
Bill Rogers 10/30
David Rees-Thomas 11/06

Birthdays:
Crystal Yamasaki 10/23
Barbara Bush 10/23
Thomas Daniel 10/24

Anniversaries:
Michael Moore (Rhonda)10/16

Programs:
Womens’ Cancer Month
  Dr Trauth 10/30

Rotary International Foundation
  Curt Nakayama, plus
The Tongan Community in Kona
  Thom Daniel
  Speaker TBA 11/06

In This Issue
At the Podium 1
Profiles 1
Profiles 2
At the Club 2
Just for Fun 3
At the Helm 4

Service Above Self

Page 1

At the Podium - KAILUA KONA VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
Eric von Platen Luder, President of the Kona Kohala Chamber of Commerce
and owner of Huggo's Restaurant, will speak about a “Village Improvement
District" as a way to revitalize Kailua Village.

Village Improvement Districts, such as the one in Waikiki are non-profit,
quasi-governmental entities funded by special tax assessments within
the entity, to maintain an improve the district. The goal for Kailua Kona
would be to establish a revitalized downtown that is safe, clean, attractive

and a “showplace destination” for locals and visitors alike.

Profiles - ANN GOODY

Writing about yourself is a bit awkward; kind of like trying to pet a zebra. It should
be easy, but when you get right down to it, there is something tricky about where
to get started. There are also some areas you just should stay away from!
I was raised in Southern California by two loving parents who still cannot quite
figure out where I came from. While my older brother was stunning the teachers
with his GPA and prowess on the track team and my younger sister was the
beauty queen, I was off disguising myself as a boy so I could ride a Brahma bull
in a rodeo. I did manage to hang on to the whistle, but my dismount was onto a
fence rail. While the clown ran the bull back into the pen, the cowboys came to
see if I was OK. When my hat was pulled off, "It's a girl!" was about the only
thing anyone could say. My Dad just laughed as he drove me to the local ER-

where I was already known by my first name.
For many years, I only wanted to become a veterinarian. Animals were the creatures I spent most of my
time caring for and learning about. I worked every spare minute for a local vet, cleaning cages and caring
for wildlife. While most teenage girls spent time in malls, I was working or studying animals. How this
vet had the patience for me and why he spent the time I never knew, but I do know that he was a Rotarian.
He had many Rotary awards on his walls. He must have known that for me he was my lifeline. Thank you
Dr Schramm.
I finished High School a few years early and was taking several prerequisite classes while waiting to start
at UC Davis. A friend was in a nursing program where someone dropped out, creating an opening. I
took an aptitude test and started the next week. Before I was 18, I was a nurse. I loved it. Taking care of
people and seeing what could be done when my hands went to work in the ER was wonderful. I turned
down the UC Davis program and continued my schooling, bit by bit, while working as an ER nurse over
the next 20 years. (Although, I hope my son doesn’t take 20 years to complete his education!) Today, I
have a PhD in Healthcare Administration, but the best time working I ever had was as an ER nurse.
Soon after becoming a nurse, my first husband and I moved to the ski resort community of Big Bear Lake,
CA. Living where you could work during the night, ski a few hours, sleep for six, then get up and ride
your horse, shower and start over was a great way to spend time. Big Bear was very much like Kona. A
good community of caring people with strong local ties. The snow was a bit much and after 13 years
and a divorce, it was time to try something different. I had entered an essay contest on a form I picked
up at my son’s birthday party, "Why you deserve a break today". You guessed it, from Mc Donald's. I
won the trip to Hawaii so off we went. I decided that Kona was just the place to start over.

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts pure,

our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314

Page 4

Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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October 30, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Halloween Party 10/30
    Daniel Colimon’s House 
 Dark 11/06 
 Speaker TBD 11/13
    Kona Salt Farm    

This Week

Program: 
 Brett Carey
    Financial Advisor with
    Edward Jones
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
At the Club
From the Archives
In the Community
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  102325.mp4

Just Last Week - Maj. Keoki A. K. Leong - HI National Guard

Just Visiting

At the Podium - Brett Carey - Financial Advisor

Jeff Jones, General Manager of Kona 
Honu Divers is a Dive Professional, 
Group Travel Leader, Scuba Instructor, 
and Ocean Advocate with 20 years of 
dive center management experience.
 
Jeff has Scuba Diving/ Group Travel Experience in Mexico, Hondu-

ras, Belize, Okinawa, French Polynesia, Turks and Caicos, Bonaire, Curacao, Palau, Yap, 
Chuuk, Borneo, Indonesia, Bahamas, Vanauatu, Solomon Islands, Galapagos Islands, 
Fiji, Cayman Islands, and the Philippines. He has additional travel experience in South 
America, Australia, SE Asia, Canada,  South Africa, the United Kingdom, Europe, and 

Mike Gleason
Volcano, HI

Zenon Issel
Holualoa, HI

George Hlavenka
Kailua Kona, HI

Frank Meyer
Kailua Kona, HI

Dr. Brett Carey is a 
Financial Advisor with 
Edward Jones. Dr. 
Carey’s favorite aspects 
of being a Financial Advisor focus on helping clients to choose 
socially responsible investments and connecting clients with 
charitable causes. Today’s talk will be an overview of advanced 
giving strategies. The talk will cover what types of assets can be 
given, the various types of charitable trusts and how to make 
qualified charitable donations from retirement accounts. 
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President’s Position

September 2025
When I stepped into the 
role of Rotary Interna-
tional president, the mo-
ment came swiftly and 
unexpectedly. It got me 
thinking how the world 

can change in an instant, and how 
Rotary has the power to be a steady 
force for good in that change. This 
month, Rotary’s Basic Education and 
Literacy Month, we have a clear call to 
action: to strengthen the foundation of 
learning in every community we serve.
Millions of people worldwide remain 
unable to read. Millions of children 
lack access to basic education. And 
yet, we know the solution: sustainable, 
inclusive, and equitable education, 
especially for girls and marginalized 
youths. Literacy is more than the 
ability to read and write. It is the key 
to human dignity, economic mobility, 
and peace. Every book opened, every 
classroom supported, and every teach-
er trained becomes a building block 
of peace.
This year, our message is Unite for 
Good. “Unite” speaks to the strength 
we find in each other. When we unite 
our talents and resources — not only 
among our clubs but across partners, 
organizations, and communities — we 
expand our reach. And when we do 
so consistently over time, we create 
lasting change. Rotary service cannot 
be measured only in annual goals. Our 
work in education must extend beyond 
a single year. Literacy projects take 
time to take root, grow, and bear fruit.
Now is the time to think boldly and 
creatively. New types of clubs can help 
us engage educators, students, and 
advocates in new ways. Let us use this 
month to welcome new members with 
a passion for education and empower 
existing ones to lead service projects 
that reflect local needs. Whether 
you’re building libraries, distributing 
textbooks, or mentoring students, your 
actions matter.

Education is also peacebuilding. Every 
scholarship we provide, every early 
childhood program we support, every 
adult literacy class we fund is an act of 
peace. And Rotary has been building 
peace in this way for more than a 
century.
Let us not forget that the fight for 
literacy is not only about access, it’s 
about equity. It is about ensuring every 
learner, regardless of background, has 
the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. And it is about standing together 
— across borders, languages, and 
generations — to say that education is 
a right, not a privilege.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

At the Club -Spooky Halloween Dinner Coven

Jennifer & Daniel Colimon’s
Spooky Halloween Dinner Coven

An Evening of Chills and Delicious Treats

You and yours are invited to a hauntingly fun evening gathering of Rotary Friends
Come dressed in your creepiest costume, if you dare.

Sharpen your blade and flash your skills – Bring a carved pumpkin that’s sure to Thrill.
 

Event Details
Date: October 30, 2025, Time: 5:30PM – 7:30 PM

Location:

DANIEL & JENNIFER COLIMON’S HOME - HUALALAI COLONY*
75-5608 HIENALOLI ROAD, HOUSE #33
(aka 75-306 Puia Road) KAILUA KONA

What’s Brewing?

Devilishly delightful home-made Pizzas. 
Specialty pizzas with eyes of newt and dragon bones made to order.

Feel free to bring a side dish for all to share. Please no more boiled cats. 
We still have two left over from our last coven.

Witch’s Brew & Potion Bar: Beer, Wine, Soft drinks, Toad’s milk, Age-Defying Elixir

RSVP byOctober 28th to secure your spot in the haunted hall
(and to avoid getting devoured at the door)

Daniel’s # (626)320-5513 - * Gate Code: #4215
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Member Birthdays
Brett Carey
 October 10
Thomas Daniel
 October 24
Marcia Masters
 October 10
Floyd Nordstrom
 October 11
Rod Quartararo
 October 18
Katherine Rauch
 October 25
John Spicer
 October 08
Scott Unger
 October 27
Sherri Watts
 October 26
Ray Wofford
 October 27
Chrystal Yamasaki
 October 23

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Annivers
Amy & Richard Decker
 October 20, 1991 - 5 Yrs
Maverick & Karen Malech
 October 15, 2008 - 17 Yrs
Peter Schonberg & Becca Hamar
 October 08, 1993 - 32 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Maverick Malech
 October 15, 2015 - 10 Yrs
Allen Sullivan
 October 18, 2018 - 7 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
October 19, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
October 25, 9 A  to  1 P
PLANT PEOPLE ROAD SHOW- 
Makaeo Pavilion, Old Airport
October 31, 4 P  to  7 P
HALOWEEN TRICK OR 
TREAT- Queen’s Marketplace, 
Waikoloa Beach Resort

From the Archives - October 30, 2003

Rotary Club of Kona
Post Office Box 2445

Kailua Kona, HI 96745

Island Clubs
Hilo Bay, Wed, 6:45A

Nani Loa Hotel
Hilo, Fri, 12:00N
Nani Loa Hotel

Kona Mauka, Tue, 12:00N
Teshima’s Restaurant

North Hawaii, Wed, 11:45A
Daniel Thiebaut’s Restaurant
South Hilo, Tue, 12:00N

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
Volcano, Thu, 6:45A

Kilauea Lodge

On the Raod
Whether you’re traveling to

another island, another state
or another country, you can
still attend a Rotary Meeting
at one of the thousands of
Ratary Clubs worldwide.
To find a meeting wherever
you’re bound, log on to:
http://www.rotary.org/
services/clubs/index.html
Meeting information is
updated weekly.

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting

notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard by Tuesday, 12:00N.
All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

richard@surfhawaii.net
or for large files

mail.surfhawaii.net
the ID is “clients”

the Password is “surf”

At the Helm

Rotary Club of Kona WORK HOME FAX EMAIL
President: Bev Fraser 329-4599 325-0223 329-4599 bfraser@hialoha.net

President Elect: Alan Clark 329-2987 331-2308 933-4617 aclark@islandchevrolet.com
Secretary: Barbara Kossow 329-5226 325-6240 326-5663 cohkona@co.hawaii.hi.us
Treasurer: Ron Hawkes 328-0592 328-0592 328-0593 ronhawkescpa@msn.com

Past President: Barbara Bush 960-8292 325-6852 329-9542 bbush56@hotmail.com
Sergeant at Arms: Michael Gardner 322-2977 322-2977 322-2977 skyline@kona.net

Fine Master: Ron Luizzi 331-2511 329-2083 331-2531 ron.luizzi@sobelwestex.com
Community Service: Cathie Amelotte 326-7400 325-7737 329-9303 hiuwkona@hawaii.rr.com

Club Service: Tom Fine, Sr 325-1649 325-1649 325-3493 konatom@hawaii.rr.com
Nate Jones 334-0466 331-2862 jamesnathanjones@msn.com

Program Coordinator: Kathy Damon 322-4850 882-8166 322-4855 kdamon@hawaii.edu
Membership: Gretchen Watson-Kabei324-6509 322-6517 322-3478 gretle@aloha.net

Vocational: Scott Unger 326-7565 331-2203 327-9835 Scott.Unger@Airliquide.com
International Service: Tom Daniel 329-7341 325-7323 325-7323 thdaniel@kona.net

Youth Exchange: Cheryl Holdcroft 322-4587 331-8364 322-4458 cheryl@holdcroft.net
New Generations: Ann Goody 331-8777 331-8778 331-8773 goody@pobox.com

R I Foundation: Curt Nakayama 327-0550 325-9672 cnakayama@hei.com
Club Bulletin: Richard Farnham 334-0344 331-2555 327-9411 richard@surfhawaii.net

Rotary International
President: Jonathan Majiyagbe

District 5000
Governor: Gary Siracusa gandl@aloha.net

Secretary: Karen Lynden karen@kingsweep.com

West Hawaii
Asst Governor: Daryl Kurozawa

Interact Club
Advisor: David Huitt mrhuitt@email.com
Advisor: Yanna Lewis yanna@hawaii.rr.com

Lend a Hand

Rotary International
1560 Sherman Avenue
Evanston, IL 60201 USA

Four-Way Test
Is it the TRUTH?   Is it FAIR to all concerned?   Will it build GOOD WILL

and better friendship?   Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned?Page 4

Service Above Self

Paul Harris Bev Fraser Jonathan Majiyagbe Gary Siracusa Daryl Kurozawa
Rotary Founder Kona President RI President D5000 Governor WH Asst Governor

Kona Coffee Blossom
             Rotary Club of Kona Newsletter

This Week
Oct 30, 2003

Royal Kona Resort
Program: PMC21

Ira (Lynn) Walton, CEO
Kona Community Hospital

Greeter: Rick Asbach
Door Prize: Bill Rogers

Coming Up
Greeters:

Steve Barnes 11/06
Donald Bebee 11/13

Door Prize:
David Rees-Thomas 11/06
Alan Pratt 11/13

Birthdays:
Thomas Daniel 10/24

Anniversaries:
Michael Moore (Rhonda)10/16
Jerry Coiner (Eloise) 11/04

Programs:
RI FOUNDATION
  Curt Nakayama
TONGAN COMMUNITY

    Speaker TBA 11/06

ADVANCED DIRECTIVES
IN SOCIAL WORK
  Debra Barra, Chief of
  Social Work Services 11/13

In This Issue
At the Podium 1
At the Club 2
At D5000 2
Just for Fun 3
At the Helm 4

Service Above Self

Page 1

At the Podium - PLANNED MEDICAL COMMUNITY 21ST CENTURY
(PMC 21) - PLANNING COMMITTEE

This weeks speaker is Ira (Lynn) Walton. Lynn is CEO of Kona Community
Hospital and the Chairman of the Planning Committee for PMC21.  Lynn
is replacing Dr Trauth, who was going to speak on Women’s Cancer
Month. Unfortunately, she had to cancel at the last minute.  A summary
of PMC21 follows:

PURPOSE:  The objective of the planning committee is to provide an
efficient plan to provide tertiary medical service for West Hawaii.
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Bill Mielcke (HHSC Board Vice
Chair), Dr Deen Wong, Dr. Daryl Kurozawa, Stan Berry (CEO NHCH),
Sally Kimura (NHCH Board), Jim Higgins & Phil Reilly, (Kona Hospital

Foundation Board), Dr. Frank Sayre, DDS (MAC Member), Tyler Smith (local businessman),
Dr. Sam Gingrich (NHCH) and Lynn Walton (CEO Kona Community Hospital and Chair).

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS: North Hawaii Community Hospital (HCH) will remain a full service
community hospital for the population in North and South Kohala.  Kona Community Hospital
(KCH) will evolve into a LTC/SKN and Psychiatric facility providing urgent care and diagnostic
services to the population of South Kona located within 20 minutes travel time of KCH.
Sufficient clinical staff will be obtained to provided medical center level services.  The facility
will operate without any construction debt load.

The planning committee commissioned an economic analysis on the concept of creating a
Medical Center in West HI with a target opening date of 2010 based on these assumptions.

STUDY CONCLUSION: The West HI community will support a medical center in five year
increments of 2008-113 beds, 2013-128 beds and 2018–142 beds. The recommendation
is that we target construction between 2008 and 2013 at the 2018 capacity level of 142 beds.

The forecasted financial data has 85% level of confidence for the period between 2008-2013.
The target date for opening is 2010 was validated.

The estimated cost of the proposed 225,000 sq. foot facility and 33,000 sq. foot energy
plant, including equipment and furnishings, is $156 million.  Within 3 years of opening the
medical center will generate a profit if the proposed clinical services are available and the facility
is not responsible for the building debt.

The planning committee is in pursuit of a site located between Palani Street and the airport.
When a site is obtained a Certificate of Need will be sought and the planning phases for
completion of the project will be finalized.

PMC 21 FOUNDATION: The Foundation’s mission is to fund the planning effort and it has
received a $75k donation from the West Hawaii Healthcare Council. The officers of the 8
member 501c3 foundation are Chairman Bill Mielcke, Vice Chairman Joe Spencer, Treasurer
Pat Ryan and Lynn Walton is the Secretary.

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts pure,

our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Pickleball for Peace Tournament-Nov. 1, 2025-Presented by West Hawai‘i Mediation Center
Subject:  Join Us for Pickleball for Peace + Get $10 Off! 

Aloha Pickleball Friends! We’re proud to share this opportunity for the upcoming Pickleball for Peace Tour-
nament at Holua Racquet and Paddle. This event is supporting West Hawai‘i Mediation Center and their 
mission to build peaceful communities across Hawai‘i Island by helping people resolve conflict. 
As a thank-you for being part of our ohana, WHMC is offering Rotary members $10 off your player ticket!
Register Here:  https://whmediation.org/events/ Use code: PickPeace at checkout. 
This year’s event features great play, good food, and some incredible prizes for first-place winners, including:
• Two General Tickets to Christmas with the Chefs (Dec. 13, 2025) - Valued at $300
• Two General Passes to the Big Island Chocolate Festival (4/25/26) - Valued at $225
• Two Massages from MyroPro Institute - Massage Academy, Valued at $100 
Come play, cheer, or simply enjoy the day,  all while supporting peaceful resolutions and local 
families. We can’t wait to see you there!  
With Aloha, Yours In Rotary, Janice Gustin

In the Community -  Pickleball for Peace Tournament
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314

Page 4

Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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November 13, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Papahanaumokuakea 11/20
    Marine Debris Project 
 Dark 11/27 
 Speaker TBD 12/04
    Kona Immigration Update 
   

This Week

Program: 
 Jennifer Hughes
    Kona Salt Farm
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last 2 Week
Just Visiting
At the Club
From the Archives
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  103025.mp4

Just Last 2 Week - Brett Carey - Financial Advisor

At the Podium - Jennifer Hughes - Kona Salt Farm

Just Visiting

Mike Gleason
Volcano, HI

Zenon Issel
Holualoa, HI

George Hlavenka
Kailua Kona, HI

Dr. Brett Carey is a Financial 
Advisor with Edward Jones. 
Dr. Carey’s favorite aspects 
of being a Financial Advisor 
focus on helping clients to choose socially responsible investments 
and connecting clients with charitable causes. Today’s talk will be an 
overview of advanced giving strategies. The talk will cover what types 
of assets can be given, the various types of charitable trusts and how to 

make qualified charitable donations from retirement accounts. 

Lucinda Enderby &
James Boerma
Houghton, MI

Located on beautiful Keahole Point, the Kona 
Salt Farm hand-harvests pure Hawaiian sea salt 
and deep ocean minerals from water drawn 
2,200 feet below the surface, where the ocean is 
cold, clean, and rich in trace minerals. Through 
solar evaporation, the farm creates salts, mag-
nesium and electrolyte products while honoring 

Hawaiian culture and caring for the ocean and our island resources. Visitors are invited 
to experience tours, tastings, cold deep ocean water foot soaks 
and oceanfront gatherings that celebrate Kona’s deep connec-
tion to the sea.

Jennifer Hughes is the Venue Director and Group Sales 
Manager at Kona Salt Farm. Born and raised in Hawai‘i, she 
is passionate about fostering community connections that 
celebrate the islands’ natural and cultural heritage.
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President’s Position

November 2025
This November, as we 
celebrate The Rotary 
Foundation, I invite you to 
consider not only what we 
give but why we give. The 

Foundation is more than a fund for proj-
ects. It is the beating heart of our promise 
that service, rooted in trust and friendship, 
can create lasting change.

Our Action Plan calls us to increase our 
impact, and the Foundation is how we 
make this vision real. Since 1988, Rotary 
and our partners have immunized nearly 
3 billion children against polio. We have 
committed more than $2.6 billion to this 
cause, and last year alone we directed $146 
million toward the final push for eradica-
tion. These numbers are significant, but 
the true impact is not in statistics — it is in 
the lives of children who will never again 
fear polio. It is in the hope restored to fam-
ilies and the peace built in communities 
once defined by disease.

But polio is only one story among many. 
Each year, Rotary Peace Centers train new 
generations of leaders who will transform 
conflict into dialogue and division into 
understanding. In 2023-24, nearly 100 new 
fellows began their studies, continuing a 
legacy of more than 1,800 peacebuilders 
from over 140 countries. When we invest 
in them, we are planting seeds of peace 
that will bear fruit for decades to come.

The Foundation also touches lives through 
district and global grants, supporting proj-
ects large and small. A clean water well for 
a rural community, scholarships for young 
professionals, medical care in the wake 
of disaster — these are not temporary 
gestures, but steps toward dignity, resil-
ience, and opportunity. This is how Rotary 
service becomes lasting impact. And when 
natural disasters strike, our Foundation 
allows Rotary to act quickly with disaster 
response grants.

Our Foundation is not about what we can 
do alone but what we can do together. 
Each contribution, no matter its size, joins 
with others to create a collective act of faith 
in humanity and in the future.

The last mile of any great journey is always 
the hardest. We see this in our final steps 
toward ending polio, in our work for 
peace, and in every project that seeks to lift 
people out of despair. Yet every time we 
give, we declare that our work will contin-
ue regardless of the challenge.

This November, let us give with gratitude, 
with joy, and with hope. Through our 
Foundation, we Unite for Good, and in 
doing so, we leave behind not only projects 
but a legacy of peace, trust, and Service 
Above Self.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

At the Club -Spooky Halloween Dinner Coven
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Member Birthdays
Amy Decker
 November 4
Kris Hazard
 November 26
Andrea Myslicki
 November 1
Craig Watts
 November 3

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.

Page 3
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Wedding Anniversary
Mahlon & Janet Whittle
 November 18, 1989 - 36 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Darlene Daboling
 November 16, 2006 - 19 Yrs
John Spicer
 November 01, 1975 - 50 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
November 16, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
November 7-16, 2025
KONA COFFEE CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL - The annual cele-
bration of one of Hawai’i’s most 
famous products. For a list of 
events, visit: https://konacoffeef-
est.com/events/

November 15, 2025, 5P to 10P
BIG ISLAND BLUES FESTI-
VAL - KAILUA-KONA
Kona Brewery: Tickets

Lucky We Live Hawaii - Aloha, Mr Turtle!

From the Archives - November 13, 2003
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:
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November 20, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Papahanaumokuakea 11/20
    Marine Debris Project 
 Dark 11/27 
 Speaker TBD 12/04
    Kona Immigration Update 
   

This Week

Program: 
 Jennifer Hughes
    Kona Salt Farm
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last Week
Just Visiting
In the community
Around the World
In the Commuity
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740
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Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  103025.mp4

Just Last Week - Jennifer Hughes - Kona Salt Farm

At the Podium - Kevin O’Brien -  
Papahanaumokuakea  Marine Debris Project
About the Presenter:

Kevin O’Brien is the President and Founder of the Pap-
ahānaumokuākea Marine Debris Project (www.pmdphawaii.org). 
Before founding PMDP, Kevin spent 12 years with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Honolulu, 
where he led and coordinated ship-based marine research mis-
sions throughout the Pacific. His work included planning and 
executing large-scale marine debris removal efforts within the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  

About the Organization:
The PMDP is a Hawaii-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to protecting the critical wildlife and habitats of the Pap-
ahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument through annual 
large-scale marine debris cleanup missions. Over the past five years, 
PMDP has removed more than 1 million pounds of debris from Pap-
ahānaumokuākea’s remote reefs and shorelines. 

Just Visiting

Chay Johnson
Las Vegas, NV

Located on beautiful Keahole Point, the Kona Salt Farm hand-harvests pure Hawai-
ian sea salt and deep ocean minerals from water drawn 2,200 feet below the surface, 
where the ocean is cold, clean, and rich in trace minerals. Through solar evaporation, 
the farm creates salts, magnesium and electrolyte products while honoring Hawaiian 

culture and caring for the ocean and our island resources. 
Visitors are invited to experience tours, tastings, cold deep 
ocean water foot soaks and oceanfront gatherings that cele-
brate Kona’s deep connection to the sea.
Jennifer Hughes is the Venue Director and Group Sales 
Manager at Kona Salt Farm. Born and raised in Hawai‘i, she 
is passionate about fostering community connections that 
celebrate the islands’ natural and cultural heritage.

Brian Riley
Las Vegas, NV
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President’s Position

November 2025
This November, as we 
celebrate The Rotary 
Foundation, I invite you to 
consider not only what we 
give but why we give. The 

Foundation is more than a fund for proj-
ects. It is the beating heart of our promise 
that service, rooted in trust and friendship, 
can create lasting change.

Our Action Plan calls us to increase our 
impact, and the Foundation is how we 
make this vision real. Since 1988, Rotary 
and our partners have immunized nearly 
3 billion children against polio. We have 
committed more than $2.6 billion to this 
cause, and last year alone we directed $146 
million toward the final push for eradica-
tion. These numbers are significant, but 
the true impact is not in statistics — it is in 
the lives of children who will never again 
fear polio. It is in the hope restored to fam-
ilies and the peace built in communities 
once defined by disease.

But polio is only one story among many. 
Each year, Rotary Peace Centers train new 
generations of leaders who will transform 
conflict into dialogue and division into 
understanding. In 2023-24, nearly 100 new 
fellows began their studies, continuing a 
legacy of more than 1,800 peacebuilders 
from over 140 countries. When we invest 
in them, we are planting seeds of peace 
that will bear fruit for decades to come.

The Foundation also touches lives through 
district and global grants, supporting proj-
ects large and small. A clean water well for 
a rural community, scholarships for young 
professionals, medical care in the wake 
of disaster — these are not temporary 
gestures, but steps toward dignity, resil-
ience, and opportunity. This is how Rotary 
service becomes lasting impact. And when 
natural disasters strike, our Foundation 
allows Rotary to act quickly with disaster 
response grants.

Our Foundation is not about what we can 
do alone but what we can do together. 
Each contribution, no matter its size, joins 
with others to create a collective act of faith 
in humanity and in the future.

The last mile of any great journey is always 
the hardest. We see this in our final steps 
toward ending polio, in our work for 
peace, and in every project that seeks to lift 
people out of despair. Yet every time we 
give, we declare that our work will contin-
ue regardless of the challenge.

This November, let us give with gratitude, 
with joy, and with hope. Through our 
Foundation, we Unite for Good, and in 
doing so, we leave behind not only projects 
but a legacy of peace, trust, and Service 
Above Self.

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Around the World -Water Well in Uganda
(GG2457983) the Rwenshande Water and Sanitation, Uganda.  Local club  RC Kampala Mun-
yonyo .  International sponsor was a Switzerland Club.
Essentially, they drilled and built a water well.  Installed a water system delivering to a village 
below that housed a hospital and school.  Total cost was ~$90,000.    sOur Club contributed 
$6,000.
The project was incredibly organized and the project finished on budget and on time.  Huge 
success

In the Community - Ocean Defenders Alliance
Club Co-President, 
Gonzo Garcia, and Club 
Director of Programs, 
Mark England, present 
Kurt Leiber, Alliance 
President, with a check 
for $5,000 to help sup-
port Alliance initiatives.

Video:
 http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  

Click on: WaterProject.mp4
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Member Birthdays
Amy Decker
 November 4
Kris Hazard
 November 26
Andrea Myslicki
 November 1
Craig Watts
 November 3

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Anniversary
Mahlon & Janet Whittle
 November 18, 1989 - 36 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
Darlene Daboling
 November 16, 2006 - 19 Yrs
John Spicer
 November 01, 1975 - 50 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
November 16, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
November 7-16, 2025
KONA COFFEE CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL - The annual cele-
bration of one of Hawai’i’s most 
famous products. For a list of 
events, visit: https://konacoffeef-
est.com/events/

November 15, 2025, 5P to 10P
BIG ISLAND BLUES FESTI-
VAL - KAILUA-KONA
Kona Brewery: Tickets

Lucky We Live Hawaii - Good Morning!

In the Community - Thrift Fashion Show - December 5, 2025
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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Please Note: Archival copies of all preserved Coffee Blossom issues dating back to Rotary 
Year 2000/2001 are available in pdf format at no charge to Rotary members.  Go to:

http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/CoffeeBlossom
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December 4, 2025

Rotary Prayer
Almighty God, bind us together in the true spirit of Rotary, keeping our hearts 

pure, our lives clean, our spirits humble and our thinking straight. Amen.

Coming Up
Programs: 
 Speaker TBD 12/11
    Reef Check
 Speaker TBD 12/18
    Aquatic Resources
 Dark (Christmas) 12/25
    

This Week

Program: 
 Deidre Roney
    Immigration
Greeter:    
  Mahlon Whittle

In This Issue
At the Podium
Just Last 2 Week
Just Visiting
At the Club
Paying It Forward
Paying It Forward
In the Community
Lucky We Live Hawaii
At the Helm

12 Noon - Lava Java,
75-5719 Ali‘i Dr , #1A, 
Kailua Kona, HI 96740

Coffee BlossomCoffee Blossom
TheThe

Video of the presentation: http://surfhawaii.net/Rotary/Presentations  Click on  112025.mp4

Just Last 2 Week - Kevin O’Brien -  
Papahanaumokuakea  Marine Debris Project

At the Podium - Deirdre Roney - Immigration  

About the Presenter:
Kevin O’Brien is the President and Founder of the Pap-
ahānaumokuākea Marine Debris Project (www.pmdphawaii.
org). Before founding PMDP, Kevin spent 12 years with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
in Honolulu, where he led and coordinated ship-based marine 
research missions throughout the Pacific. His work included 
planning and executing large-scale marine debris removal 

efforts within the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument. 
 

About the Organization:
The PMDP is a Hawaii-based 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
dedicated to protecting the critical wildlife and habitats of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument through an-
nual large-scale marine debris cleanup missions. Over the past 
five years, PMDP has removed more than 1 million pounds of 

debris from Papahānaumokuākea’s remote reefs and shorelines. 

Just Visiting

Mark & Caroline Hackney
Kailua Kona, HI

Vern & Nancy Lowrey
Kailua Kona, HI

Deirdre Roney is an attorney activist. She volunteers with and financially 
supports many organizations throughout the USA. To name just a few 
that are pertinent to this week’s presentation on immigration issues on the 
Big Island and throughout Hawaii: the Coalition for Humane Immigrant 
Rights Los Angeles; Humane Borders Tucson; Voter Access for All Coali-
tion Detroit; National Lawyers Guild; ALOHA Latinos HI; and HULI PAC 
HI.

Kevin O’Brien 
& James Moruka

Kailua (Oahu), HI
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President’s Position

December 2025
This month’s special issue 
of Rotary magazine is all 
about happiness, that most 
elemental of human yearn-
ings. More than a feeling, 

though, this state of positive well-being, 
and the conditions necessary to create and 
sustain it, should be considered a universal 
right.
December also marks Rotary’s Disease 
Prevention and Treatment Month, when 
we highlight our members’ work to pro-
mote health and wellness, including men-
tal wellness. Globally, nearly 1 in 7 people 
have a mental health disorder, according 
to a recent World Health Organization 
report. Yet only 9 percent of people with 
depression receive adequate treatment.
We are fortunate in Rotary to have a 
powerful way to support emotional 
well-being and happiness: friendship. The 
connections we build in Rotary can be 
a powerful force for change. I know this 
from personal experience.
When my fellow members first proposed 
that I become club president, I demurred. 
I had a stutter. I was terrified of speaking. 
But having club members who supported 
me and surrounded me with affection 
enabled me to face my fear, and I found a 
way to stand confidently before a crowd.
Today, I regularly address audiences — 
some numbering in the thousands — in 
a language that is not native to me. The 
Rotary members in my life helped me 
create lasting change within myself.
That fellowship gives us the courage and 
means to create lasting change in the world 
as well, and mental health services are 
in desperate need of improvement. The 
WHO reports that governments on aver-
age devote only 2 percent of their health 
budgets to mental health, and only 11 
percent of that funding reaches communi-
ty-based services. In some countries, only 
one trained mental health professional 
is available for every 100,000 people. The 
WHO has called for strategic and urgent 
action to close the gap.
Rotary can answer that call by champion-
ing mental health awareness in our clubs, 
working with local health systems, funding 
training for community health workers, 
and supporting initiatives that bring 
care to places where none exists. Even 
small investments in mental health yield 
enormous returns in productivity, public 
health, and happiness.
While we are creating lasting change in 
the world, we cannot forget to take care 
of each other. Past RI President Gordon 
McInally wisely reminds us that we must 
go beyond asking, “How are you?” We owe 
it to each other to instead ask, “How are 
you really?”

Francesco Arezzo
Rotary International

Paying It Forward
GRANT: $4300 to Adult & Teen Challenge PacWest
https://atcpacwest.com/big-island-womens-campus/
Adult & Teen Challenge PacWest is a faith-based non-profit that exists to bring life-sav-
ing addiction recovery services to individuals who are struggling with addiction and other 
life-controlling issues through long-term residential programs and services. They provide a 
comprehensive approach to recovery which includes residential services, vocational training, 
community outreach, and clinical behavioral health services at no required cost to the individ-
ual or their family. The Big Island Women’s Campus serves women above the age of 18 who are 
struggling with addiction to drugs and alcohol. Rotary Club of Kona has awarded them a grant 
for $4300 to complete their campus improvement project that has been ongoing for the past 
year. They will purchase a new washer and dryer, a dining room table and chairs, food pantry, 
updated sofa, and a futon. 
GRANT: $5000 to Food Basket

At the Club - Welcome George Hlavenka
Maverick Malech, standing 
in for Stephen Hicks, and 
President Jenaya Rockman 
welcome the Club’s newest 
member, George Hlavenka. 
Welcome to the club George!

Aloha fellow Rotarians and friends,
On behalf of the Salvation Army in Kona, I would like to ask each of you to consider helping 
the Salvation Army this season. There are two ways that you can help - one is easy, and the 
other is even easier:
1) log on to the virtual campaign here and your donation will be doubled! (super easy)
2) sign up to ring the bell at various locations throughout Kona. Shifts are two hours only - why 
not get some friends together and make it a party! Or better yet make it a competition - see 
who in your company or organization can raise the most money! Register at https://www.regis-
tertoring.com/ (easy)
Please read the note from Captain Shawn Keoho: “Aloha friends, thank you all so much for 
your support of The Salvation Army and the work we do for our community in Kona.”
This year I have 2 sources that will match my online campaign https://fundraise.salvationarmy-
hawaii.org/campaign/kona-corps-virtual-red-kettle-2025/c724220
Please consider if you have 4 friends that donate $25.00 – that becomes $100.00 with a double 
match that becomes $300.00. Please share this with friends, family, and business associates. I 
really need your help. I appreciate all your support and willingness to bell ring and for those 
of you who have dropped off food and bags, thank you so much. The money I raise during 
Christmas is to support all the work for the coming year. We are running out of food each week 
and unfortunately 40-45 people are being sent home with nothing.  Please help me help others.  
With the current situation with food benefits, too many of our local families are going hungry. I 
have made my donation of $50.00 and I challenge each of you to match or beat that amount.
With much Aloha, Bev Fraser - Rotary Club of Kona Sunrise  “Peace Through Service”

Paying It Forward
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Member Birthdays
Rebekah Hill
 December 13
Jeremy Mich
 December 15
Kai Steuer
 December 23
Larry Web
 December 01

Rotary Calendar
Meet N’ Eat (Grab N’ Go) 
is held Tuesday evenings 6:00 
PM to 6:30 PM at  the Kealakehe 
Intermediate Parking Lot . Call:  
Larry Web at 808-989-6336  if you  
would like to help out.
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Wedding Anniversary
Tom & Alice (Deceased) Daniel
 December 31, 1979 - 46 Yrs
Richard & Nancy Farnham
 December 31, 1992 - 33 Yrs
Kai & Kristina Steuer
 December 21, 2016 - 9 Yrs

Joined Anniversary
David Huitt
 December 19, 2002 - 23 Yrs

Community Calendar
Every First Friday, 5:30 P to 8:30 P
BLOCK  PARTY - Holualoa 
December 7, 1 P  to  6 P
KAILUA KONA VILLAGE 
STROLL  & KAMEHAMEHA 
DAY WEEKEND- Alii Drive
December 7, 2025
KAILUA KALIKIMAKA HOLI-
DAY CONCERT - Kailua-Kona
Emma’s Square, across from the 
Kailua Bay seawall.

December 7, 2025, 6P
LIGHTED BOAT PARADE - Kai-
lua-Kona, Kailua Bay

December 13, 2025
KAILUA-KONA CHRIST-
MAS PARADE, ParadesInKo-
na.com

Lucky We Live Hawaii - Good Morning!

In the Community - Thrift Fashion Show - December 5, 2025
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At the Helm

Paul Harris
Rotary Founder

J. Rockman/G. Garcia
Kona President

Franesco Arezzo
RI President

Nancy Cabral
D5000 Governor

Scott Unger
WH Asst Gov.

Officers:   Phone: Email:
 President: Jenaya Rockman/ Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 President Elect: Gonzo Garcia 808-895-5823 GFGarcia1@MSN.com
 Secretary: Tricia Hynes  TandJef@AOL.com
 Treasurer: Janice Gustin 808-345-8956 JNJGustin@Outlook.com
 Past President: Jenaya Rockman 808-937-2541 Jenaya.Rockman@Gmail.com
 Sergeant-at-Arms: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net

Directors:
 Membership: Stephen Hicks/Janice Gustin 808-936-3669 S@KonaCommerce.com
 Club Administrator: Stephen Johnson 530-570-9300 KepanoKona@AOL.com 
 Public Relations: Jeremy Mich 808-365-6488 The UltimateJer@Gmail.com
 Rotary Foundation: Mahlon Whittle 808-494-7535 MahlonWhit@Gmail.com
 Community Service: Becca Hamar 808-936-1095 RebeccaHamar@Gmail.com
  
Committee Chairs:
 International Service: Tom Daniel 808-989-0171 TomDaniel@Hawaii.RR.com
 New Generations: Floyd Nordstrom 303-929-7447 FNordstrom1@icloud.com
 Programs: Mark England 443-995-5554 MarkAEngland@Comcast.net
 Golf Tournament: Larry Webb/Kris Hazard 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 HYRF:  Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Meet N’ Eat: Larry Web 808-989-6336 Kona.CL.Webb@Gmail.com
 Club Bulletin/Archives: Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net
 Website:  Richard Farnham 808-896-0314 Richard@SurfHawaii.net 
 Community Foundation: 
 President: Peter Schonberg 808-937-6641 PSchonberg@Aol.com
 Treasurer: Jenny Rasmussen 530-519-1861 Jenny@IslandAsphalt Maintenance.com
 Scholarship Coord: Chrystal Yamasaki 808-937-9700 Chrys@WTAHawaii.com 

 Rotary International:     
 President: Franesco Arezzo   
 Past President: Stephanie Urchick    
District 5000:     
 Governor: Nancy Cabral
 WH Asst Governor: Scott Unger 

Island Clubs

Four-Way Test 
Of The Things We Think, Say, Or Do: 

Is it the TRUTH?  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  Will it build GOOD WILL
 and BETTER FRIENDSHIP?  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Kona Sunrise:
  Wednesday, 7:00AM
 PaPa Kona Restaurant
 75-5770 Ali’i Drive
 Kailua Kona, Hi 96740
Kona Mauka:
 Tuesday, 12 Noon
 Teshima’s Restaurant 
 Honalo, HI 96740
North Hawaii:
 Wednesday, 12 Noon
 Red Water Cafe 
 Highway 19
 Kamuela, HI 96743
Volcano:
 Tuesday, 7:30AM
 Kilauea Military Camp
 Hawaii Volcanoes Natl Park
 Highway 11
 Volcano, HI 96740
Hilo:
 Friday, 12 Noon
 Moku’ola Room 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
South Hilo:
 Tuesday, 11:45AM
 Queen Court Restaurant 
 Hilo Hawaiian Hotel
 71 Banyan Drive
 Hilo, HI 96720
Hilo Bay:
 Wednesday, 6:45AM
 Hilo Yacht Club 
 77 Laehala Street
 Hilo, HI 96720

Submissions
Submit articles, meeting
notices, pictures, suggestions
and other information to
Richard Farnham by Monday, 
12:00 Noon.

All material must be in digital
format, NO EXCEPTIONS.

Richard@Surfhawaii.net
Mobile: 808-896-0314
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